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CHAP. I. 

^Vlien lovely woman stoops to follj. 
And finds, too late, that meh hetny^ 

What charm can sooth her melancholjrt 
W^hat art can wash her giiilt awbj ? 

The only art^ her gnilt to covei^ 

To hide her shame from tw*rj. eye, 
To £:ive repentante to her lortir, 

And wring his bosom- — is to die» 

Goldsmith. 
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Leaving Lord Belmour, whom Louisi 
requested to wait a few minutes^ she 
ascended to the chamber of the deceased 
with Mrd. Mason> where lay the mortal 
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2 T«£ sdtDiEit'^ orphan: 

refnains bf the beautiful Miss Conway. 
Serene and lovely in death, no trace of 
sorrow was on that countenance, so 
lately marked with its deepest lines ; she 
apptored to have indeed^ by the sweet 
placidity of her features, 

" Wept her stains^away." 

4§^Loiji§l^.b£fiyL QJi:e^ cold inaiuU 
mate corse, and bedewed its pale face 
with her tears, she could not help re- 
. flectinfi: on the goodness and m^rcy, of 
God, who hiftllj ilM)Ugh.t proper to call 
her away from a life s,o truly wretched 
as hers must have been : endowed by him 
with so much sensibility, the remem- 
brance of her pj^tj errors, would; have 
embittered her future life ; but she now 
humbly trusted her penitence had been 
accepted, and that h^r sufferings, in this 
life had atoned for her faults. 

She alsip hoped it would, serve as a 
us!sful li^sson to Lor>d Belmour; for thai 



i£&son sbe had brought him witk her;; 
the sight o£ so. lovely a womaa falling ia 
«arly youth a victim to his lioentiousoes^ 
could not fail^ &hethpughij of impxeishig 
his mind with contrition: and IfSitmxf 
against so dangerous a puisuii aa thttL 
of «6dtiction« It would also> she hoped^: 
operate in favour of the.infanl, who. wfts> 
brought into the world unconnected' witih 
any. living soul that any one knew of^ ex** 
cept herself. 

As soon^ therefore, as she cx)uld' com- 
pose her agitated spirits^ she reijuested^ 
Lord Belmour would attend her in the 
chamber of death. ^ 

Lord Belmour^ wondiering what alt 
this solemnity and symptoms of gcief 
meant, and secretly wishing himself ou^ 
of the house^ followed the faltering stepa 
of his conductress, who, approaching the' 
bed^ with a trembiing hand removad the 
covering from the face of the dead, and 
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4 THE soldier's ORPHAN: 

poiniing to it, in a yoice tremulous from 
Taripiisemotionsj cried^ '^ LordBelmour^ 
there lies your victim ! ' * 

Aghast with terror^ his Lordship, (after 
gating in breathless suspense for a few 
moments, as if to ascertain the identity of 
the object presented to his view, ) struck 
his forehead with his clenched hands, and 
staggering fell extended on the bed, pale, 
and apparently as lifeless as the being 
he lamented. 

Louisa, terrified at the effect the sudden 
shock had on him, repented not having pre- 
pared him for the sight he was to encoun- 
ter; she applied herself to restore him, 
and happily succeeded ; but his grief 
became then violent and bitter; he re- 
proached himself with having murdered 
the f only woman who had ever loved him, 
and franticly declared he could never sur- 
vive the remembrance of his cruelty. 

" That heavenly look!" (exclaimed 
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he^ as he gazed on tiie pale yictim of his 
duplicity)^ /^ will haunt me for ever^ and 
plunge my soul into eternal perdition f'^' 
Wretch that I am^ to have forsaken so 
much sweetness^ so much innocence, and 
confiding goodness ! Hate, abhor,. Misa 
Fitzormond, a man so unworthy of your 
care, who meant*to have destroyed you, as 
he has done this dear unfortunate girl. I 
itm indeed a villain, unfit to live/* 

Grief and terror totally incapacitated 
Louisa, from offering to afford him any 
consolation: she could only weep. The 
sight of her tears flowing for him, and 
the lovely creature he had destroyed, quite- 
subdued him ; . he wept in agony, and 
falling at htr feet, besought her to forgive 
him the evil he had intended to attempt 
against herself. : 

As soon as her tears had ceased to flow, 
Louisa assured him of her forgiveness as 
to any intended injury to herself;; and as his 
grief appeared truly sincere, she said, if 
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k ivauld dfiWd him any consolation^ she 
woiild not ^withhold it on actounl of his 
eottdtfct to Miss Conway. 

'^ Your Lordship/' continued shfe> 
*^h9LS many and great duties to fulfil ; in 
the just discharge of them^ your sincere 
repeatmrce will be evinced. You have 
yet io learn that you are a father^ and 
thattlie imniediate cause of the loss you 
so deeply deplore, was occasioned by the 
l>irth of your iufant This^ my Lord, is 
a sacred dtity, which> if you discharge 
laithfully, may be some expiation for the 
Jrain you broughton its mother. 

Affected beyond expression^ Lord BeU 
tarour coul4 ouJy ^mtreai Louisa to see 
ihatevery attention was paid to the infant^ 
tad once ma:e casting an;;agonized look on 
the pale face, lovely even in death, that lay 
before him, he rushed out of the house^ 
reached his stables, mounted his horse, and 
quitted Bath immediately. But his ut* 
iQO^t speed could RQt divest his mind from 
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the shock he had recieived : mtfchsAiieaHy 
be turned the heiad 6f the aniihlEil the 
road lie had cdme 1 few hfolirk befoi^e^ 
and not till hie arriyc^ at the house oFliis 
frieriel, did he reffdct that he was iA a 
very unfit state to appeiar beforie Bis fady 
and Ber family. 

Cndeayouring th)eref6re to assume ks 
much composure as poksible^ he entered^ 
and \^ immedia^ly assailed with in- 
quiri^ rel&tiVe ft) his mbrtoitfg'i expedi* 
Kon, ^Ibich had b^fl ebridtitted vfiih 
^eat kecrecy. 

Lady Belmour wis very !ii4ignaYit that 
%6 siiould have left tier the whole iiy 
without having infoirtu'ed iier of his iti- 
fended absence, atfi expressed her dis- 
approbation in terKils ill suited to sooth 
his irritated mind. He therefore replied- 
haughtily, that he would not be afc- 
countable to any one for hi^ actlDAi^^ as 
he was perfectly capabli? of regulating 
them. But thinking some apofpgy lie- 
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eessary to Mr. Wilmot^ the gentkinaa at 
Ti^hose house he was staying^ he said^ ad- 
dressing himself to him^ that seme busi- 
ness had unexpectedly called bim away> 
and detained him much longer than he 
had intended^ which, he trusted^ would 
plead his excuse for having kept them 
waiting dinner for him, it being then two 
hours later than their usual time. 

Mr. Wilmot very readily admitted his 
apology, and nothing more was said on 
the subject till after dinner, when Lady 
Stanley observed his Lordship had 9.te 
nothing, and she feared he had fatigued 
ll^imself too much with riding, as he ap- 
peared very unwell. 

Lord Belmour replied that might be 
. the case, but it would go off, and making 
an exertion to overcome the shock his 
feelings had sustained, he, with the as- 
sistance of his friend's exhilarating cham- 
paign, so far succeeded as to prevent any 
further remarks being made. 
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Louisa^ on being left by his Lordship, 
^ave such directions as she thought pro- 
per for the interment of Miss Conway^ 
and also for the care of her infant; 
Mrs. !Masou haying agreed to procure a 
nurse for it ;. and with a promise of coming 
the next, day to see it^ and a charge to 
keep the affair as quiet as possible^ she 
took her leave ; deeply impressed with the 
melancholy fate of so young and lovely a 
woman^ and also with the foclorn and 
destitute situation of the infant, thougli 
the contrition of Lord Belmour was, she 
hoped, a propitious symptom in its fa^ 
vour. 

The next day brought the- whore fa- 
mily to Bath J. and Lord Belmour took 
an early opportunity of entreating Louisa, 
not to mention her having seen him the 
day before, or any of the events relating^ 
to Miss Conway and himself. 

LouisiEi willingly promised not to men>- 
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tion it to any part of the family. This^ 
she did^ as mueh from a fear of giving 
paid to them^ from a knowledge of hi» 
Lordship having acted so unworthily, as 
to ohlige him, and conceal the disgrace 
of the departed Miss Conway, who had 
ifclways appeared solicitous that th6 
inowledge of her fault should be con^ 
fined to the bosom of her to whom she 
berself had imparted it. 

With the assistance of Lady Stanley's- 
iifaid> who W^s acqtiainted with many 
of the circumstances relative to the de^ 
ceased> Louisa was enabled to arrangb 
ev^y thing for the proper accommodation 
of the child. 

Lojrd Belmouf had him^If s^n that 
eviery l*espeCt v^as pd^id to the rendain^ of 
its mbtheif, alid haid discharged the necei* 
sary expense aitendii^g her interment : he 
also liberally rewarded Mid. Mason fot the 
tiouble she had had, and for the kindftess 
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she had shewn to her frietidless inmate^ 
when she could tiot liav€ been stimulated 
by the hopes of reward. 

'thfe family 5f Lord Delville w«5 now 

shortly expected at Bath, aiid as Walter 

Stafaley vrai with therii, it was of course 

thought that he would acconip&ny tHem. 

at the latter place. Nb grieat hopes wt^re 

however entertained by his own ^family 

thai he Would vfery speedily gratify their 

wishes, by offenrig his hand to Lady 

Ad&linsi. But wheii tliey learned he haS 

^oiie to the castle^ they imagined it wa&> 

p^rnaps with an indention id do s&. 

In ihemesfin whil^^jSir Waller appeared 
thoughtful aiid impatient: lie frequency 
wrote to his son^ biit the ah^werihe re- 
cerved did not seem to brihghim miich 
coinfort ; tor, after readiiigttieih^ hi^ ill-hu- 
mour generally increased, liouisa leafnecl 
irom Miss Stanley thai the reason of her 
lather s change of temper was occasioneal 

B 6 
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by her brother still delaying to make pro- 
posals to. Lady Adelina. '' It would af- 
ford us all the highest satisfaction,*' 
said Miss^ Stanley erne day to Louisa, 
^' if he would be prevailed on ta offer 
her his' hand. Lady Adelina is so truly 
lamiable^ that I am conyinced she would 
m§ke him very happy.*' '' You think she 
loVes him?" said Louisa with timidity : 
'* I am certain she does/' returned Miss 
Stanley; ''^ and also that her happmess 
depends, entirely on an unioa with him. 
Lord and Lady Delville are of the same 
opinion^ and as their daughter is infiT* 
nitely dear to them, nothing could give 
them so much pleasure as to see the mar- 
riage take place. When Walter arrived 
at the Castle, I thought he appeared un- 
happy, but I did not wish to tell my 
mother so ; therefore pretended to think 
that the melancholy which Lord Belmour 
spoke of was occasioned by one who^ 
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beknewj was'willing to dissipate it: {faey 
thought as I wished them> that I alluded 
to Lady Adelina ; hut I am well aware 
bis heart is fixed somewhere else: Poor 
fellow ! I pity him, but can do nothing; 
more. Sir Walter is determined he shall 
marry where he can obtain riches ; and 
as that is the case^he cannot possibly do 
better than marry her." 

Louisa conquered her feelings so far as 
to say she hoped he would find his hap- 
piness in contributing to that of his 
family. 

Louisahad not written to Mr. Howard, 
as she had proposed, to acquaint him sh^ 
wished to return. But she now imme? 
diately did : she also announced her iur 
tention to Lady Stanley,, who, .having 
the society of her favourite daughter, did 
not dissuade her from. it. . Sir Walter 
proposed accompanying her home, and 
an early day was fixed for her departure,^ 
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never be obUten^ated from my heart? but 
what I can do to expiate it, 1 will. 

**But/my dear Miss Fitzormond,'' 
continued Lord Belmour^ ^' I must beg 
of you to l^eep this affair secret ; Lady 
Belmonr is of so ^alous and vindictrve 
a disposition^ that, shouM she know . 
aught of this little girV, I am convinced 
she would not rest till I had discarded 
it, or she had, by some means, put it 
out of the way, lest my affection for it 
should supersede that for her."* 
. Louisa here attempted to interrupt 
him, that she might vindicate Lady Bel* 
Hiour from the charge his lordship had^ 
she trusted^ unjustly brought against 
her; for though she knew her to be 
haughty, /vain,, and selfish, yet she could 
not believe her disposition* i^ally bad,. 
as it must be, if »he could oppress aa 
innocent, defenceless infant. 

Lord Belmour, aware of lier inten- 
tion, requested that she would not in7 
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terrupt him : " The goodness of your 
heart,/' said he, " makes you believe all 
are alike amiable ; - hut a longer ac- 
quaintance with the world will convince 
you of your mistake^i Armida's dispo^ 
sition is better known to me than to 
you; though I have not been so long 
acquainted with her as you have. This 
being the case, i must entreat you to 
coxiceal your knowledge of this affair 
from all the family : by so doing, you 
will Bot oqly insure my everlasting gra* 
titude, but probably the life, as well as 
the welfare, of the child you are so soli* 
citous about/' 

Seeing his lordship so very anxious to 
conceal the relationship of the infant io 
him, as well aa the whole story of Miss 
Conway, Louisa promised to be silent 
on the subject to all, except Mr. How- 
ard : to this Lord Belmour agreed, and 
exacting a promise from her that she 
would not, if queptioued on the subject^ 
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mention having seen him that nights he^ 
with many protestations of respect^ 
esteem^ and gratitude^ took his leave. 

After his d^arture, Louisa requeued 
Mrs. Mason not to tell any person who 
wa> the parent of tire child ; and givhfig 
her instructions where to write^ to in- 
forfti her of its welfare,, and tenderly 
embracifig it, and committing it to her 
particulalr care, Louisa retnrned to ihe 
Cfescent, and had the satisfattioii of- 
finding the whole fkmily still absent. 

But 9fae had not beeii sealied in hier 
liofom many minutes before the^ returned. 
She immediately went down to the draw* 
iii^f odm> to take leave olT them agaili^. 
as she was to set oS* early the next morn-^ 
ing, though she had before done it pre-^ 
vious to their going out. 

On her entrance. Lady Belmour de*- 
inanded) in a haughty tone, if she had 
86en her lord? '' He quitted us soon 
after we entered the rooms/* continued 
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'her ladyship ; '' and I know no one s^ 
likely to have drawn him from our so- 
ciety as yourself, whose praises he is 
never weary of repeating/* 

'' Armida/' interrupted Lady Stanley, 
*' you really forget yourself very much, 
• in thus addressing Miss Fitzormond : it 
is very improbable that she should know 
any thing of Lord Belmour, whose quit- 
ting us after he had attended us to thfe 
roomsy ought not to be a matter '0€ 
surprise or vexation to you. By those un-^ 
jeasoMble idefts whrch y^ti suffer yoursi^lf 
to i^stertaki, you will destroy your health, 
your bfeauty, and the infltireAce you still 
tetaiu over tiie aflTectioi^s of ybur h^^ 
band, as nothing so much tends to aliefi^ 
ate affection as unfounded jealousy aad 
ill humour. Respect, I entreat, my 
dear lovely child ! the dignity of youir 
situation; and do not let me have the 
mortificj^tion of seeing you an object of 
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pity, where you ought to be one of uni* 
rersal admiration and envy. " 

Louisa, during Lady Stanley's ad- 
dress to her daughter, had time to col- 
lect her ideas, which were totally put to 
flight by the vehcraence of Lady Bel- 
mour. She detested the thoughts^)f ut- 
tering an untruth ; but as her word was 
passed to Lord Belmour,. she would not 
forfeit it by acknowledging she had seen 
him. 

She, therefore, when again ihterro- 
^ted in a somewhat milder maimer b j 
Lady Belmour, answered> in a faltering 
tone, that her ladyship might know if 
he had been there, by inquiring of the 
servants. 

Lady Stanley, who judged Louisa 
would not give a direct answ^, from 
having been accosted in so rude a way, 
changed the discourse, by asking some 
question relative to her intended jour- 
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ncy^ and, giving her a messnge to Mr» 
Howard, took leave of her with the ten* 
derest expressions of affectiotfi. 

Lady Belmour too coiid^eacended to 
wish her a pleasant journey. 

Louisa^ her heart throbbing . with 
emotion^ and her eyes overflowing with 
tears^ quitted the room, attended by 
Miss Stanley, who bitterly lamented th'e 
violence of her sister's temper, which 
had occasioned her so much pain. 

'^ You, my dear Louisa,'' said Miss 
Stanley, *' are too generous and good, 
to remember any thing Armida may say 
in the heat of passion ; therefore I do 
not so much grieve for what she has 
said to you to-night, though it has- 
very much vexed me, as I do for the 
misery which she is heaping on her 
own head, by her causeless jealousy. 

" Lord Belmour is a man, of all 
others, least likely to be guided by a * 
wife who acts as, I am sorry to say. 
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Armidu do^e : her beauty first attracted 
his attention; the admiration she every 
where excites still flatters his predomi* 
nant passion; but as the beauty she so 
eminently poi^sesses becoi»es familiar to 
hi& eyes> and the admiration she meets 
with ceases to charm by its want of 
novelty^ he will disregard the one^ and 
be indifferent to the other; he will quit 
her society, for that of less meritorious 
females^ perhaps in eyery point> except 
that of haying art sufficient to render 
themselyes more agreeable. Her af- 
fection for him is ardent and sincere; 
the^ slightest neglect will^ therefore, oc*^ 
casion her the most poignant anguish^ 
as she has. never been accustomed to be 
thwarted in any thing: thus, with all 
her beauty, youth, riches and titles, 
she will be splendidly wretched.'^ 

Louisa could not difl^r in opinion from ' 
her friend; she^ therefore^ only said 
she hoped Lady Belmour would see the 



follj; of cjreafing evils fpf herself in 
tiff^ Mn^ p^e^eat tbeir fata} co«6^ 
quence. 

la x^^t^la]r profei^^om of esteem and 
afl^ctio^y . aqd promises of wjriting to 
eacl^ atl^^ Louisa and M^sjs Stanley 
S^^ssadx tfa^p tioa^ till thej^ were necessitated 
to separate. 

Whea aloae, I>ouisa blamed herself 
s^VQrel^ f^r h^vipig st^Inj^itted to equivo^ 
ca^e> whe^ questioned by Lady Belmour- 
relative to h^j; having seen her lord. 
I need not^ thought she^ have told her- 
ladyship .w^ere I had seen him; but 
certaialy si^ch a subterfuge was mean 
and un^ojcthy : the respect I owe my* 
t>wn charaqter should induce, nje alvray^ 
to speaJiL openly. How much shall I 
rejoice to regain the deal* quiet haunts 
of my ypu<ih ! wjier^, in the society of 
tl)e best and most indulgent of friends^ 
I shall not be exposed to the sarcasms of 
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pride and ill nature, or obliged to have 
concealments, which are equally offen- 
sive to my pride and delicacy. 

As she reflected on this last idea, she 
almost rqgretted having known Miss 
Conway, or. at least of having been made 
the confidant of her story. But then 
again, the remembrance of having, by 
her kind attention and sympathy, been 
the means of smoothing the death-bed 
of that unfortunate woman ; of having' 
been able to speak peace to her agonised 
mind, and tranquil I ise the fears she felt for 
the future welfare of the infant, whom she 
must, she knew, so soon leave — the re- 
membrance of these circumstances were 
soothing to her mind, and almost recon- 
ciled her to the more unpleasant ones, 
to which she was subjected, in conse- 
quence of Lord Belmour being so much 
concerned with them. With a sigh 
she was compelled to acknowledge that 



Bren the pleasure arising from the pet^ 
fbrraance of a good actioii> i« not with-*- 
ottt alloy. 

*^ But grfiiting that to be the- case/* 

itaid she^ after , a short pause^ " let me 

never be so selfish as to let that thought 

deter me from doing good to others^ when 

I have it in my powe^. In the perform^ 

tnce of a benevolent action^ the advan- 

ta^ of the receiver should only be 

considered. Every selfish idea should 

he banished/* Wearied with reflection 

on the occurrences of the day^ «he M 

length fell asleep, and did not av^ake 

till summoned to set out on her return 

to Mr. Howard. 

~ Nothing particular occurred, during 
the journey, « which Louisa was very 
anxious should be ended; and as she 
came near the village of M — — , every 
stilcj every tree, and hedge-row, was 
greeted with the smile of recognition ; 
«he felt afraid to turn her h^,a moment 
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from the . window of the carriage^ lest 
she should lose ^ome object endeared 
to her by early habit and long famili- 
arity; so strongly is the mind naturally 
^.ttached to those scenes where we have 
passed the happy period of childhood. 
As we mix more in the worldy and visit 
larger towns^ and populous cities^ and 
are accustomed to splendid building's, 
scenes of luxury^ and every meretricious 
ornament that imposes on the senses, we 
smile at the simplicity with whi^h we 
have formerly regarded objects now so 
trifling; we wonder how we could at- 
tach so much consequence to things so 
insignificant. Yet, detach us from the 
bustle ^and gaiety of the town, we feel 
again the same swe^t emotion on visiting 
our nativb shades ; . unless, indeed, the 
mind has been rendered callous by the 
presisnre of misfortune, or the baneful 
effects of vice. 
With a sensation someihing like fev. 
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tbough ^'of she knew hot what^ Louisa 
observed- that the several peasant^ she 
met, i?eho all bowed with every token of 
fustic respect, wore strong marks of 
concern on their countenances. She had 
scarcely time to form a conjecture oft 
this unusual appearance, when the car- 
riage stopped at the gate of the manor-- 
house. 

Her impatience to receive the paternal 
embrace of her friend would hardly 
admit of her waiting till the door of the 
carriage was opened ; and when it was> 
with a^heart bounding with delight and 
affection, she leaped out, and ran round 
to th^ back of the house> that she might 
surprise him by her appearance, before 
the sound of the carriage gave notice 
» of her approach. Opening the well- 
known door of the study, which was from 
the lawn, she was struck with a chilling 
horror to find it vacant; no fire, or any 
Appearance of its having been recently oc- 

c2 
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cupicd. As it y^ss the usual sitting-room 
of Mr. Howard, the most terrible ap- 
prehensions seized the mind of the af^ 
frighted girl^ who trembling, and nearly 
fainting with emotion, sought the ser^ 
vents' apartment 
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CHAP. II. 

tat oh I tbe bearjr ohan^l now Uum art goae, 
Now thoa art goaft, and aever Biuft rctom ! 



Man J are the sajio^ of the wise, 

In ancient and in nodem books eoroUHi, 

Kxtollini^ patience as the trutet fortitude ; 

And io the bearing wetl of all calamities, 

All chances incident to man's thul life^ 

Consolations writ 

With studied argument^ and much perstxasloti sought,. 

Lenieot of i^rief and anxlooa thought i 

Bat with th* afflicted, in his paogs, their sound 

Little preyails, or rather seems a tune 

Harsh, and of dissonant mood frocphii complaint; 

Unless he feel within 

Some ionroe of oonsolatiott from aboye. 

Secret refrethings, that re^ir hit strength^ 

And fainting spirits uphold. 

MTlLTOlf. 

All the lessons of fortitude and pa- 
tience, the early friends of Louisa had 
uistilled into her mind, were insufficient 
to support the afflicting intelligence she 
obtained on gaining the apartment oc- 
cupied by the domestics. 

c3 
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" Dear Miss!'* exclaimed the vene- 
rable old housekeeper^ (starting from 
her chair> and advancing to embrace the 
beloved adopted child of her lamented 
master,) *^ at what a melancholy time 
you have returned ; had you come a few 
hours sooner, you would have seen him 
alive, but, alas ! it is all over : the best 
of men is gone, and these aged eyes shall 
never again see any thing like comfort ! *' 

'' Who is gone? what do you speak 
of ? '' cried Louisa in breathless agitation^ 
and gazing wildly on the countenance of 
the weeping matron : ''say not it is my 
father, my friend, my beloved protector ! 
Oh ! do not kill me by such information ! 
You could not have been so cruel as to 
let him lay ill and die, without having 
sent to tell me of his danger !'' ' 

*' We did sen.d an express off this morn- 
ing/' sobbed Margeret, '' but it was too 
late : a few hours after the man's depar- 
ture, my dear master was seized with a 
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fit Tphich carried him off without even a 
sigh. He was not aware of his danger 
tall yesterday, when he desired you should^ 
be sent for : and, even then, was afraid of 
alarmidg you unnecessarily, as he said he' 
thought it likely he should linger for* 
some months. "^ 

She might have continued talking 
without interruption: Louisa was inca- 
pable of doing it ; she sat, the pale image 
of despair: no tears came to relieve her 
bursting heart, or allay the burning- 
agony of her brain : a cold dew sat on 
her temples; and a shivering seized her 
limbs. 

Alarmed by symptoms so dangerous, 
poor old Margeret forgot the immediate 
cause of her grief, in anxiety for her 
dfear young lady, for whom she felt aa 
affection almost maternal. She had been 
present at the birth of Louisa^ and had 
nursed her with the tenderest care. The 
sweetness of her disposition had endear- 

- c 4 



ed her to all the dependents of Mr. How- 
ard, but more particularly to old Mar- 
garet> to whom Louisa was very much 
attached on account of her fidelity to 
Mr. Howard as well as her kind attention 
to herself, - 

By the care of the worthy old house- 
keeper^ Louisa recovered from a vio- 
lent fever, that, spite of her excellent 
constitution, it had been greatly feared^ 
would have precipitated her to an early 
grave. 

During her illness, which had lasted 
some weeks, the last mournful duties had 
been paid to the sacted remains of her 
respected friends the weakness and lan-^ 
guor it had left, rendered her mind- less 
irritable, and more resigned to the in. 
evitable fate that awaited her, cast as 
she now must be on the protection of 
strajigers, or the exertion of those talefnts 
she possessed for her support. 

Her only consolation was, as she ad^ 
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vanced to a state of convalescence^ top 
eonyerse with Margaret of her departed 
friend : from Iier she learned every par- 
ticular relative to his illness^ his deaths 
and the tender anxiety, he had expressed' 
for her to'the last,^ 

'^ My 4ear young lady/' said this 
affectionate creature^ one day/ whea. 
Louisa was lamenting her forlorn con- 
dition;. ** I am sure my master,, who iah 
now a saint in. Heaven^ would not have 
died so composed and happy^ if he had 
not made some provision for yoUj whoni 
he loved so dearly: had yoii beeA his 
own child^ he could not have acted mor^ 
like a tender father than he always has done 
to you :. therefore^ I am stkre there are sotat 
unfair doingls in this affair of the will. 
Well^ well! w€ shall see;, it will never 
come to good, if this, relation of toy dear 
master 'il has seized vehat he had no right 
td> and wh^t h^ does not want, as he wa»t 
rich eitough before : he can have non^ 

c 5 
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of the noble blood of the Howards in 
his veins^ if he can stoop to do such a 
mean action." 

" My good Margaret/* said L#ouisa 
mildly, do not let your affection for me 
hurry you beyond the bounds of pru- 
dence and moderation; we have no just 
reason to suppose that Mr. Melford has 
uttered an untruth in saying there \eas 
no will left by Mr. Howard. I own I ajn 
surprised at it, as he was so exact in every 
thing, and I have^ repeatedly heard him 
say^ a person who had apy thing to leave^ 
ought always to have it so arranged^ 
that in case of death it should occa- 
sion no disturbance or contention r jjet 
still he , might have fallen into the error 
he condemned t if he has,, the gratitude 
I owe him for past indulgencCj^ and at- 
tention to my real welfare, in storing mj 
mind with useful knowledge, and, above 
all, giving me a religious confidence in 
Him who protects the orphan^ and 
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stren^hens the mind to endure afflic- 
tion^ shall never. suffer me to repine at. 
not being longer provided for by him ; 
neither will it permit me ever to hear 
a w^ord said that can cast any reflection 
on the sacred and cherished* name of 
him to whom Lowe so much/' 

^' Far be it from me/' replied^Margaret 
eagerly, ^^ to. say any thing that sounds 
like a reflection on- the memory of my 
r.espected: master. . No J' I knew his good- 
ness too well, toi harbour for an instant a< 
thought, you would not like to hear : but 
1 cannot . say that of Mr. -Melford i- L da- 
think, and I hope youL will forgive me^ 
for . saying so> that he . has got a will^ 
made by Mr. Howard, in. which you were* 
named hia heir; instead of this man, who^ 
calls himself his heir at law/" 

*' And he isdo^ Margaret/' replied 
Louisa—*'' you as well as myself know 
he is so." It is true, our tamentedrfriend^ 
did not liket him^ for I have . often beards 

a 6. 
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him lament the bad disposition of ki^ 
relation ; but Mr . Hdward^ notwithst an dt^ 
ing, might not^ indeed I am sure he did 
not, bear any ill-will towards him: there- 
fore might not choose to leave what pro- 
perty he had from him^ who was his nearest 
relation. Howeyer^ let his motiyes have 
hieeQ what they may, his memory shall 
ever be held sacred by me^ and his ac- 
tions be thought just., I am of opinion 
yet that a will may be found ; but as 
ihe arrival of Mr. Melford is^ as you 
say^ daily expected^ we shall soon be coil- 
yioeed whether or no our conjectures are 
right: till then we will wave the subject, 
and speak of another not much less 
painful-— I mean the unaccountable si* 
lence of the Stanley family: surely^ they 
do not neglect to inquire after me^ be- 
cayse I am now indeed a friendless or- 
j>han. My dearest Sabina, I am sure, 
would not lei circumstances sway her to 
aet so unkindly to the friend she has 
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always honoured with so large k share 
of her affection; jet it is strange that 
thej should at this time forbear to in- 
terest themselves in my fate." 

Hisf e Margaret conld afford her no con-> 
solatiop : she too had been surprised at 
Bot hearing from Lady Stanley, or any 
part of her family, to inquire how 
Louisa had borne her loss; but she had 
prudently avoided mentioning her surprise 
to her young lady, for fear of giving her 
pain. 

With a sigh of pensive resignation, 
Louisa dismissed the subject as a topiis 
for conversation ; but it was not so rea- 
dily to be dismissed from her mind* 
Thejr are^ thought sfa6, too happily 
engaged to bestow a thought on me--^ 
a forlorn, deserted invalid: by this 
time, perhaps. Lady Adelina is added' 
to' their family : but how much must I 
have been mistaken in her character, 
as well as in that of her new sister, if mis- 
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fortune can aleniate their affection from' 
me. Well,, be it so : if such is their ,dis- 
position,. I resign them without a mur« 
mur, \ 

But though Louisa so heroically re* 
solved to giye up the gratifying consola^- 
tion of believing those amiable woiiieii 
M^ere still, her friends, the bitter tears that 
coursed each other dovra her pale cheeks 
plainly expressed how. painful the effort 
was. 

In. a £ew dajs the expectidd arrival of 
Mr. Melford was announced to her by 
Margaret, whose_ dejected countenance^ 
was a presage that he would no way 
supply to her the loss of so good a master.. 

Louisa, who read in the simple exprea^- 
siveface of the faithful domestic tfaemelan-- 
choly forebodings thathad taken possessioa 
of her soul> exerted herself to sooth the 
grief and dejection in which she soi 
feelingly participated; and making aui 
effort to subdue the apathy which illness. 
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and sorrow had brought on her^ she so far 
succeeded as to console Margaret^ and. 
quiet her apprehensions respecting Mr. 
Melford. 

^^ Your long and faithful services will,. 
I am convinced^ insure you the appro-* 
bation and esteem of the man who is now 
to take possession of what your late wor- 
thy master has left : he cannot^ therefore, 
neglect to protect and provide for you^, 
if it should be found that no provisionhas^ 
been made for your old age : yet,, believe 
me, my dear Margaret, while I live, 
you ' shall share my fortune, if it is 
good; and if not, I trust I shall be able 
to provide for you, by recommending 
you to Lady Delville, who once promised 
me her assistance,, should I ever stand ixt 
need of it: she can never befriend me 
more essentially than by taking you un- 
der her protection, for whose declining, 
age I am solicitous to procure every 
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comfort which you have been accustomed^ 
to enjoy. But as we must shew every 
respect to .Mr. Melford, as Hie relatioa 
of Mr. Howard, I beg you will let 
him know that I am. ready and desirous - 
of seeing him as soon as suits his conve*^ 
nience.'*^ • 

Margaret retired^, and Louisa com-~ 
posed her spirits for the almost dreaded, 
interview. 

But her. worst apprehensions were 
more than realized,, by the sudden ap- 
.pearance ot Mr. Melford : in his dark, 
sharp eyes she read avarice and oppress 
sion legibly written : he was about forty 
'years of age^ tall and thin: the natu- 
rally dark hue of his ' eomplexion ap- 
peared sallowed by ill healthy or the: 
more corroding effects of malignant pas- 
sions. Not a single trace of benevolence' 
could be discovered id his cold eount^e^ . 
nance. 
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Can a being so repulsive^ thought 
Louisa^ ( 08 she arose^ tremblings to meet 
him, ) eUim affinity with Mr, How- 
ard, i^hose face was indicative of the 
virtues of his heart? Mild, affable^ 
and btimane, wa^ the aspect of his 
features ; and the dignilSed expression of 
his ejes was blended with the soft 
beam of compassion and the rajdiance 
of virtue. If the countenance is indeed 
a true index of the mind, ( as I believe 
it is^) alas ! how unlike, is this, man to 
him in every respect ! 

As those ideas passed rapidly through 
her minfd, Mr. Melford advanced to*^ 
^ards ker, and observing the perturba- 
tion of her looks, requested that she 
would be seated, in a voice softer than 
she had thought he could possibly as^- 
some. 

^' I come not. Madam," continued 
he, *' to alarm or distress you, as you 
must be aware, from my not having be-' 
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fore this made known to you that I aan^ 
in consequence of my )ate uncle dyin^ 
without a will^ the rightful possessor o£ 
his property, which he might have 
greatly increased with his income, if he 
had not been so lavish : however, as that 
opinion seems to give you pain^ I shall 
not repeat it; indeed I am not surprise'd 
at your grief for his loss; for he, as 
well as his late sister, haye been very 
kind to you^ and it would shew great 
want of feeling, if you were not grieved. 
As it no doubt was the intention of Mr^ 
Howard to provide for you, had he 
lived, I shall now take that charge up- 
on myself: not that I have the least 
obligation to do so ; but I amr interested 
by your appearance, and wish to shew 
that respect to his memory. 

^^ You will, therefore, if you please,, 
make up your mind to go home with 
me,, as I have prepared Mrs. Melfbrd to^ 
receive you: it is my intention to dis.^- 
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pose of the furniture and effects by 

auction ; so^ of course> you cannot stay 

here; but I presume you do not wish 

it> as it must be a melancholy place for 

you. Your recent illness prevented me 

giving you information before; though 

I have been desirous of settling the af-* 

fairs of Mr. Howard, and quitting the 

house^' for some time; as it is painful to 

me to be obliged to come on such an 

occasion, where I never was invited 

during the life-time of the late ovraer." 

Louisa, who had rather impatiently 

listened tQ the long harangue of Mr. 

Melford, in which affected compassion 

was blended with resentment and inso- 

lence, now interrupted him, to inquire 

if he was .certain that Mr. Howard had 

not left a will ? 

'' Certain, Miss Fitzormpnd ! What 
do you mean by such a question?"' re- 
plied hci hastily, while a sudden flush 
of conscious guilt for a few momenta 
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tinged the sallow hue of his complexion 
to a deep purple. " Is not my yvord 
sufficient to satisfy you that there was 
Ho will left? Yetj let me ask yotii 
do you know of any being made ? ' ' 

To this question^ Louisa could only. 
reply in the negative : yet she ventured 
to say, that she thought it improbable 
that Mr. Howard, who was very par- 
ticular at all times in the arrangement 
of his affairs, should have neglected 
one of so much consequence. 

" I am surprised at the circumstance/' 
she continued, with energy, *' because 
I have heard him say that his old ser- 
vants should not be left destitute, if ib 
should please the Almighty to call' him 
from this life before them. Poor old 
Margaret, the housekeeper, who has 
been a faithful servant, I am particu^ 
htrly anxious about ; and trust, if it is 
found that no provision has been made 
for her,, that you will do for her what I 
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assure you it was Mr. Howard's Imtea- 
tiontoperforml'^ 

'' As to that,*' replied Mr. Melford, 
'' I don't cooeeive I am at all compelled 
to do it; I think, Madam^ when I offer 
pu (who are no relation whatever) ^ly 
protection, you should be satisfied : 
doubtless Mr. Howard had cause to 
change his intention respecting this 
servant you sp^ak of, or Ifb would have 
done it, as he had time enough allowed • 
You recollect^ Madam, his death was 
notsudden^ for as I was informed, he 
had been lingering for some months." 

'^ That is true," said Louisa, weeping 
as she reflected on her unfeeling conduct 
(as she termed it), in having left him to 
the care of servants. '^ You are right. 
Sir — I have no claim vvhatever on you — 
I owe every thing to the humanity of 
Mr. Howard, and I should be wanting, 
in gratitude, if I expected more/ or re- 
pined at any thing he thought proper to 
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do. For myself^ I do not regret his 
having left me forlorn and destitute ; bu't 
I lament for Margaret, who is old and 
feeble : the talents I possess M^ill, I ^ope, 
jprocure me a respectable situation, either 
as governess in a family, or teacher in 
a school : till I can procure one or other 
of these situations, I will with grati- 
tude accefpt the offer you have made me 
of your hodse, and the protection of 
Mrs. Melfprd." 

*^ I entirely approve of your pian/' 
replied Mr. Melford ; " the expense and 
trouble that have been bestowed on your 
education should certainly be turned 
to some account. When I first came 
down here, which was as soon as I heard 
of the death of Mr. Howard, I found 
you too ill to iEittend to any thing ; I 
therefore, in the presence of a profes- 
sional man, whom I brought with the for 
the purpbse, examined tlie papers of 
the deceased, and also every place 



where we thought it probable a will 
might have been deposited: had you 
been able, certainly you should have 
been present; but as it was, it appeared 
unnecessary to delay Our search. How- 
eyer^ as you may know some parts pf the 
house, where papers inay have been kept 
that escaped our search, I should! like 
you to examine every part carefully 
again ; it will be a satisfaction to yourself, 
and me also/' To this Louisa agreed* 
though she had but very faint hopes her 
search would be attended with success ; 
but she was upwilling that any thing 
should be neglected that was likely to 
discover what, if found, would proba-^ 
biy be attended with the most beneficial 
effects to poor old Margaret, for whom 
she was chiefly solicitous. 

As she feared, her search was unattend- 
ed with success: every private drawer 
was carefully examined, but to no pur- 
pose; and with a heavy heart, Louisa 
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Was^ compelled to give up the slender 
hope she had till now eQtertaiaed^ 

The time allowed her for preparation 
for her jpurney was so very shorty that 
she had scarcely time to recollect she was 
going with a person^ till ihat morning 
a perfect stranger, and far from prepos* 
sessing in his manners or appearance ; 
that she was also going to be introduced 
to his family, aliko, atrangers to her; 
who probably might be as little calqu- 
lated a^ he was to sooth the distress of 
her mind> occasioned by the late unfor^ 
tiinate occurrences. But when she did 
ireflect on the novelty of her situation, 
her soul sickened with apprehension at 
the idea of the many mortifications she 
was likely to encounter. 

",Yet whither," cried she, clasping 
her hands in agony, '' can I go, if I dd" 
not accept the offer of Mr. Melford? 
Every thing here is his ! Lady Stanley 
s^eois to have abandoned me to my ad- 
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verie fkte: even het daughter^ Miiom I 
believed 80 good^ End so little likely to 
be influenced by the' caprice to which 
women of fashion are subject^ seems in 
this instance to have forgotten her Wonted 
benevolence, and given up her friend 
because she is in distress. 

/* I cannot^ thei^efore, .fly to them, 
though^ at this time^ when I have the ac- 
cumulated misfortunes to be labouring 
ttnder bodily and mental pain^ the soci-* 
ety of a symjyathising friend would tend 
to alleviate part of the load of grief 
that oppresses me. 

*' Spirit of my dear departed friend/' 
cried she, rfevating her hands 'arid eyes, 
" if from thy radiant seat of bliss, Ihbu 
art permitted to behold the grief of those 
who were dear to thee, wheti in this 
world of isorrow, look down on the 
child of thy adoption and unremitting 
care! Infuse « portion of thy m^elc 
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spirit of fortitude and submission to the 
wi]l of the ail-^wise disposer of misery and 
bliss into her weak and bewildered |ieart. 
Oh ! guide her erring feet in the way 
that is right, and, continue to watch over 
her; that she may -not deviate from the 
path of virtue, pointed out to her by 
thy example as well as precept, while she 
was blessed* with thy society and counsel 
in life/' 

The entrance of Margaret put a 
period to the mournful soliloquy she had 
indulged. 

'* My dear young lady/' cried this af- 
fectionate creature, '' you are going from 
the care of your old nurse, I bear, to mor* 
row morning : alas ! I fear I shall never 
see you again ; but God will protect and 
bless you, because you are good. You 
will, I am much afraid, have reason to la. 
ment having put yourself under the care 
of those you haye; but if you would take 
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my advice^ you would ndt go nOw ; it in 
not. too late to withdraw your promise 
of going ; you might very well stay at 
Farmer Worthy's till the family at the 
hall come back^ when I warrant they 
would not let you go among strangers^ 
when you are so low-spiritedj and stand 
in need of every kind of tenderness, which^ 
I am sure, you will not meet with from 
Mr. Melford, nor, I dare say, from his 
wife cither.". 

Louisa assured Margaret she could not 
now retract the consent she had given to 
Mr. Melford's proposal, for which she 
felt much obliged, as he really could have 
no motive in offering it, but a visw to 
serve her. She with many tears then took 
a tender farewel of her who had from 
infancy loved her with a sincere affec- 
tion; and promising not to be unmindful 
of her former intention respecting her, 
retired with an aching heart to her pillow |; 
but the bitter remembrance that it was to 
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%6 tke last aight she vtblb to repose b^ 
nmth fiiat roof^ rendered dear to her by 
t6 maiij affecting^ tender circumstances^ 
fnlirely precluded idl inelination to 
sleep* 
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CHAP. III. 



Why^ I cao smile, and mnrder while I smile i 
And cry eootent to that which i^^Tet my heajrt; 
And wet mj cheeks with artificial tears ) 
And frame mj face to all oecasions. 

Sbaki 



Alas ! her geatle nature was not made 
To buffet with advenitj* 

RoWBk ' 

It may be thought necessarj by somo 
to give the history of Mr,. Melford. We 
shall therefore do it 3» briefly as possible^ 
as the veneratioQ^ in which we hold the 
character of Mr. Howard^ makes us un«» 
willing to dwell long on the bad pro^ 
pensities of any one claiming affinity 
with him; for though the virtues of the 
father^ or head of a family^ may influence 
the conduct of those who have the bene* 
&t of their example^ yet it doei not aU 
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ways extend its benign effects to every 
branch of the same stock. 

This was the case with regard to Mr. 
Melford. He was the only son of a sis- 
ter of Mr. Howard's, who married, when 
yery young, a man of nliean family^ but 
large property, which had been acquired 
in one of the West India settlements. 
At an early age he had the misfortune to 
lose his mother, who was an amiable, ac- 
complished woman. His father, who still 
applied assiduously to business, thought 
he performed his duty religiously, if he 
paid liberally for the education of his son 
at a reputable school, where he was 
treated with kindness, and taught the 
mere forms of good breeding, as well as 
the rudimenits of learning. He did not 
wish his son, he said, to be a scholar ; he 
bad never known any good come bf it* 
'' Let him be able to write an intelligible 
letter^ and cast accounts," said his father, 
'' and I shall be satisfied : I never knew 
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teore myself, and am now one of the 
richest men upon 'change. But once 
make him a scholar^ and away goes every 
desire to be a rich man/* 

But though this loTer of money and de- 
spiser of learning extolled the advantages 
of the one^and depreciatedthe possessorsof 
the other, he did not recommend the prac- 
tice of those virtues which have the pow^r 
to exalt the heart, by softening it to the 
woes of others. The morals of his sort 
were never once thought of; nor was the 
master, under whom Charles Melford was 
placed, remarkable either for his attention 
to the religious duties of his pupils, or for 
the neglect of them. It is true, they ull 
went regularly to church every Sunday, 
and when there, they were obliged to be- 
have orderly and pay attention : but when 
they have, no other instruction given 
*hem than what they receive at church, 
which boys pay so little regard to, not 
much good can be expected from them^^ 
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except they are^ a$ it were, by oature ad- 
dicted to virtue. 

Unfortunately, Charles Melford was 
not so disposed : the seeds of every vice 
appeared early to have taken root in his 
mind. The hand of a akilful cultivator 
of the youthful heart might have ex- 
tirpated them, and in their place have 
implanted the more valuable ones of 
knowledge and virtue; but he had not 
that advantage : left in a manner to his 
own guidance, the baneful passions of ex- 
travagance, oppression^ pride> and deceit. 

Grew Y^kh his growth,' and stuengthenM with his 
strength : 

and when at the age of eighteen h^ v^s left 
the uncontrouled master of a plentiful 
fortune, he launched out into every species 
of diss^ation and folly. 

Mr. Howard had frequently expressed 
a wish to have the direction of his 
nephiew^s education ; but this 'was pre-- 
jtisbly what hia fiither objected to. No 
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very cordial intimacy bad ever subsisted 
between bim and his brother-in-law> as 
their, pursuits were so diametrically 
opposite;. ;ind Mr. Melford frequently 
declared be would rather keep his son 
ia total ignorance than permit htm .tp be 
educated by his imcle, who would mak« 
him as learned and romantic as himself. 

Mr. Howard^ therefore^ seldom saw 
either Mr. Melford or his son : and when, 
on the death of the former^ he wrote 
to young Melford^ condoling with him on 
his loss, i^nd giving, him the .most tender 
and frieaKlIy advice relative to his future 
c^ondiict; bis e^dolepentfi w^re treated 
with indiffei^ne^, and his fidvice with 

Several years roiled on, apd each suc- 
ceeding one brought renewed pain to 
the hefirt of Mr. Howard for the profli« 
^acy of his nephew^ At length he heard 
tbynt th^ inmieose fortune left him by hf» 
fon4 fMherwas nearly dissipated;, and 
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that the young maa had gone to the 
West Indies to attempt to retrieve, in 
some measure^ the fortune he had lost^ by 
a strict attention to his estates "which still 
remained there ; ' but so deeply was he 
involved in debt by gaming^ that it was 
thought almost impossible he would ever 
be able to return to his native country. 

It not unfrequently happens that per- 
rons of a sordid^ selfish rnind^ go from 
one extreme to another «* This was now 
the case with Mr. Melford. From a 
spendthrift hebecaipe the slave of avarice; 
and in the scene he had chosen to per>- 
form the work of reformation, he had 
ample room \x3 bring into action all the 
lurking evil propensities of his mind. 
Here he could tyrannise with impunity; 
and he let no occasion slip of indulging 
the cruelty of his nature. 

K either did fortune^ who appears some^ 
times to favour the wicked in preference 
to tke good, refuse him her aid in the 



present undertaking;— •he rapidly, grew 
sich^ but his nune was detested through* 
0ut the whole island for severity and 
oppression.. He was^ shunned: by all, with 
the exception, of one person: this was 
the rich widow of a planter^ as remarkable 
for the severity of her discipline as for 
the disagteeable qualities of her mind 
and person^ . 

A similarity of disposition soon united 
those two persons in an intimacy that ter-* 
minatedin marriage; her wealth and his: 
frugality in. a few years encreased the 
amount of their possession^ to more than, 
an equality with his original fortune; 

Mr. Melford^ and his wife,, therefore, 
prepared to return to England; their 
estates were disposed of,, and every thing 
put in train, when Mrs. Melford was 
seized with a distemper tjbat proved fatal 
in a few days. 

The grief of the^j^idower was not so*) 
violent as tp prevent him from, following; 
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his intended plan : he returned to his na« 
tive land richer than he had left.it^ but 
still no better man. 

The rela^tions of Mrs. M elford insisted 
on his refunding part of tiie property he 
possessed from her, as she had left no 
child ; but he was fully prepared to re- 
fist this demand ; and in a law-sait insti- 
tuted by them against him^ he proved his 
late wife had invested him with ihe whole 

» 

of her property at the time of their mar- 
riage. Many of those relations were 
in a state of indigence; but he hu* 
mourously observed they had been ac- 
customed to it; therefore^ they should 
continue so for what he should do for 
them J as a punishment for having dared to 
doubt his right and title to his wife's 
property. 

Though avarice still] continued his 
ruling passion^ his old attachment to 
gaming returned on his residence in the 
metropolis : he lost considerable sums re- 
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peatedlj, ai^d had much impaired hi9 
fortune^ when chance again threw him 
in the way of a rich widow^ whom he 
ehortly married. 

Some circumstances he had learned 
from this his second wife made him de- 
sirous of getting acquainted with the 
protkg^ of his uncle: but as eyiery de- 
gree of communication had been cut off 
since his first departure from England^ 
he had but a faint hope of succeeding^ 
when the illness of Mr. Howard^ which 
had reached him from persons he had 
placed near the latter to jgiye every in- 
formation of their moyements at the 
manor-house/ brought him repeatedly 
into that part of the country ; and on the 
death of that estimable man^ he immedi*- 
ately came forward and claimed his right 
as the nearest relative of the deceased. 

The illness of Miss Fitzormond^ on hi& 
arrival, favoured his scheme of getting 
her into his power^ as he had taken cart 
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to secrete the will he founds which was^ 
made entireljc in hec faveur^ except leav- 
ing legacies, to the secvants. The whole 
of Mr. Howard's property, amounting' to 
' five thousand pounds^ was bequeathed to 
her. Mr. Melford^s motive for thus jce*- 
ducing to indigence the innocent child 
of his uncle's adoption will be seen here- 
after. 

At the appointed hour ne^tday^ Louisa^ 
accompanied by Mr. Melford^ left the 
peaceful abode of her happy childhoods 
The melancholy that had pervaded her 
mind on leaving it a few months before, . 

m 

occurred to. her remembrance, and she 
wept bitterly^ as she thought of "the events 
that had take;n place since that time, 
of which she then believed her fears were 
sad presentiments^ 

Mr. Melford was civil and attentive 

during their journey;, but his being so* 

appeared to Louisa ralher as a task ioL- 

) posed OA himself* than as the spontft^ 
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neaus effects of good will> or the com- 
mou forms of politeness. 

Louisa blamed herself for entertaming 
ideas so hostile to the gratitude which she 
endeaToured to persuade herself she ought 
to feel towards him for his y^^Iuatary 
offer of protection. Yet she could not 
divest her mind of the unfayourable 
impression which bis first appearance had 
made on her. 

On their artival in London^ where 
Louisa had never before been, her at- 
tention was diverted from herself entirely 
by the busy faces continually ^^.ssing ; 
all appearing ettgpvly bent oil business 
or pleasure^ and all^ as she thought; 
wearing a brow unclouded by grief of 
discontent. The many elegant mansions 
she passed in- their way to Bedlbrd-Row, 
(the place where Mr^ Melfordls house 
was, ) from Hyde Park Corner, and the 
splendid carriages and other appearances. 
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of opulence, all impressed her miad 
with an idea that here every body was 
happj, and in the words of her favourite 
Goldsmith^ she exclaimed — 

Sure scenes like these no troubles e'er annby • 
, Sure these denote one universal joy ! 

She did not pause to reflect seriously 
that it was only the fair side of the pic- 
ture she behei^j as the carriage poBsed 
rapidly along the streets^ thrpnged with 
well-dressed passengers. Could she have 
beheld the Beiany shiveriiig^ hotts^les» 
wretches^ whose miseries ace increased 
by the sight of that profusion in which 
they must not share^ or the aching hearts 
Qf many of these i^parently biappy, she 
wpuld have owned thai no aituatipn^ how- 
ever splendid^ was exempt from care. 
But happily^ the youthful mind does 
not suspect^ ,or look for^ modre wretchr 
edness than is presented to the eye: if 
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they did, short indeed would be their 
days of happipe&s in this life, which is 
so fertile with woes. . 

Mrs. Melford received Louisa, on her 
arrival, with a kind of frowning civility 
and involuntary respect, which her ap- 
pearance Wais well calculated to inspire in 
a vulgar mind, such as that of the per- 
son to whom she was now introduced* 

Mrs. Melford was a short, thick^ 
rosy-faeed, meanr-lookin^ woman, about 
the same age as h^r husband : her little 
grey . eyes were expressive of cunning, 
but tempered with a degree of good- 
humour, that took off the disagreeable 
effect occasioned by the former. 

She congratulated Louisa on her ar- 
rival in London, which she supposed sfie 
must think a prodigious fine place, and 
vastly more pleasant than a dull old-fa- 
shioned mansion-house, which she dared 
to say was haunted, as most of them old 
placeis was. 
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*' Come^ Miss/' said she, '' cheer up,, 
we shall soon make you forget all your 
troubles^ I warrant, now we have got 
jou io London; where there is so 
many fine things to divert a person's 
melancholy, a» one may say. I am sure, 
when my dear Mr. Courlanft died, I 
don't know what I should have done, if 
I had not a cont'd to London." 

''Courland!" said Louisa, ''are you 
related to any one of that name ? 

^* Yes, sure," replied the lady, '^ that 
was my name before I married Mr. Mel- 
ford ; 'Squire Courland of Cumberland 
was my first husband/' 

Louisa felt something lik6 regret, to be 
obliged to ovim, even to herself^ that a 
being so vulgar should be the only per- 
son with whom she could claim any de- 
gree of affinity. Yet she conquered her 
disgust by the recollection, that even that 
circumstance ought not to render her 
unthankful to Providence, for having 
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raised her up a frieiid in a female re* 
lation, at a time when she stood so much 
in ncfed of one. 

Impressed with this idea^ she address- 
ed Mrs. Mel ford as her aunt; and ex* 
pressed her surprise that Mr. Melford 
had not apprised her. of the pleasure 
4;hat awaited her.' 

*' Why, to tell the truth/' answered 
she, " it was not thq wish of Mr. Mel- 
ford that you should be made ac* 
quainted with that circumstance : as you 
had never been acknowledge by- your 
fatiher^s relation, he thought it as well 
that you. should remain unacknowledged 
by me, at least for the present/^ 

The entrance^of Mr. Melford chang>f^ 
ed the conversation, which was not re- 
newed that evening. When Louisa 
retired for the night> she had sufficient 
to employ her thoughts, and keep slecff 
frdm her eyes. 

She wondered much that Mr> Howard 
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had never informed bcHr his mphew had 
married the \vidow of Mr. Gcfurland ; 
but the fact M^as^ he had never k|iown it : 
so little communication had passed be- 
tween them/ that it was not announced 
to him. It wajs also matter of surprise 
to her, that Mr. Melford should wish 
to conceal from her the relative situa- 
tion in which his wife stood towards 
her. '' But I suppose his motive for 
that/' said she> '^ proceeds from his 
parsimonious disposition; he is fearful 
that I should lay claim to their protec* 
tioit and support on that account. She 
,wa8 confirmed in this opinion, bj the 
readipess with which he had agreed to 
her plan of providing for herself^ by 
procuring the situation of a governess or 
teacher in a school : he had eyea recom- 
mended it as the most eligible thing for 
her. 

'' Mercenary man ! *^* exclaimed Louisa, 
the native dignity of her character risioj^ 
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M the reflected on his meanness^ in thus 
wishing' her to enter on a world with 
which she was so little fitted bj habit or 
education to encounter the rude shocks 
to wliicfa a situation so dependant would 
aecessarilj expose her. *' He shall not be 
disappointed ! I will not owe an obli* 
gation to a being so sordid : he has yet 
to le»rn that a generous mind rises su<^ 
fetiot to the groveling views of such a 
heart as his. The mind can make its owti 
happiness in any situation^ however me-^ 
nial^ provided it is not contaminated with 
nce^ or debased by meanness.'' 

Th«is reflecting, she resolved to men-' 
tion her intended plan the neMt day to 
Mrs. Melford^ and req^uest her to assist 
her in procuring such a situation as she 
•oneeived her abilities adapted to. 

Her mind being thus wrought up to 
neet every disagreeable or mortifying 
event with composure and resignation, she 
sketched a seeM of calm cdhieatment 
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ia her fancy, from which she fondly be^^ 
lieved nothing could wean her mind. 
Old Margaret should be provided for 
from a part of her salary; she should 
not want; and should she meet 'with 
any of those friends pnce so dear to her, 
she could meet them with that dignified 
composure arising from conscious vir- 
tue^ and a confidence in her own ener^y^ 
'that was not to be subdued by the wa- 
vering frowns of fickle fortune. One 
image at this moment presented itself to^ 
her mind in all the charms in which 
youthful enthusiasm delights to adorn 
the object of a first love : for a few 
minutes the iremembrance of past hap- 
piness, with which this object :was so 
intimately connected^ Bedewed her eyes 
with tears of bitter anguish ; but recol-' 
lecting it was criminal to indulge those 
thoughts, > as he Was prob2t})ly now the 
husband of another, she commepded her^- 
self to the protecting car^ -oriiiul who 
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vpoths the afflicted and innocent^ and 
resigned herself to the arms of balmjr 
sleep. 

In order to explain the circumstance 
of Louisa's relationship to Mrs. Mel- 
foi^j it is necessary to go back^ and 
^ve some account of her parents. 
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CHAP. IV. 



•^^Wooing thee» I found thee of more value 
Tbsii stamps in gold; or ^ms m sealed ba^ t 
And 'Ui tbe very riches of tt^self 
That now I aim at» 



Alfred Fitkormond "was descended 
from an ancient and honourable familj 
in the west of Ireland ; but» unfortu^ 
nately^ the possessions that bad two or 
three centuries back given weight and ' 
importance to an unblemished nanie> 
were now so much impaired^ that a 
sma^lestate^ which he possessed in right 
of his motiier as a younger son^ was 
all his inheritance. 

At an early age^ he was left an or^ 
phan, and consigned to the care of his 
maternal uncle^ a man possessed of im^ 
mense riches^ which he had accuolU'^ 
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tated by trade : lie resided dii M eHUte 
which he had purchased in Cumberland^ 
in one of the most beautiful parts of 
the coui^y^ but quite secluded from 
society, as his nearest neighbour^ a no* 
blemaa of yast landed estate^ had taken 
offence^ when Mr. Courland, the uncle 
of Fit2ormond> first came to reside 
near him, at some part of the conduct of 
the latter. 

Their dispute had originated in a 
very trivial circumstance, respecting a 
piece of ground which Mr. Courland 
wished to purchase of the Earl of Beir 
haven, thinking it was necessary to com^ 
plete the improvements Which he wa^ 
making in the pleasure-grounds around 
his house. The Earl, either from pride^ 
or some other motive, would not part 
with it : Mr. Courland, much irritate^ 
fent a message to the Earl, highly of« 
fensive to his dignity; the Earl's answer 
in return was haughty and supercilious ; 
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the one ..priding himself on his birtli> 
the other on his riches,' they hy degrees 
grew open enemies. The Earl's influ- 
ence in the county being superior to Mr, 
CourIand% the principal people rang^ed 
themselye^ on his side, and Mr. Cour- 
land had the mortification to find himself^ 
though abounding in every thin^ that 
in the general estimation of the M^orld 
constitutes happiness, neglected and for- 
lorn. 

In some measure^ this was owing to 
his natural disposition, which was mo- 
rose and overbearing : ; he had never paid 
any attention to the cultivation of his 
mind, or endeavoured to coriiect the 
asp.erities of his temper. Misfortune, 
which sometimes softens the most obdu- 
rate heart, had never assailed him in any 
way. he had embarked in commerce, 
and had been successful : his health had 
been always good, and, in short, he had 
passed through life free from care. He 
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was about fifty years of age> had neyer 
been married, and always expressed a 
particular dislike to the marriage state. 

If he had ever felt an affection for aay. 
being but himself, it was for his. aephew>. 
Alfred Fitzormond, to whom . he was 
godfather, and whom he said he, would, 
make his heir, if he proved himself de^ 
serving of ^ his affection: he had him» 
educated at a public school, and no ex- 
pense was spared to render him a schokr 
and an accomplished gentleman ; in both 
which he succeeded as far as the most 
anxious parent could desire. Fitzor- 
mond very soon betrayed a predilectiott. 
in favour of the army, and was gratified 
in his choice of a profession by h^s 
uncle, who purchased a commission for 
him in a regiment of infantry. 

To the graces of his mind, Alfred Fitz- 
ormond added a person formed to capti- 
vate : his figure was a tnodel of mao^ 
beauty, uniting elegance and strength; 
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faift featvtrai regulal*^ and his tDunte- 
jiance atunmted; the expression of fais 
dark eyes were tempered ^ith pctruliar 
sweetne^ss^ but vrhen ofended^ or pro- 
TOked by unjust treatment/ they flashed 
#ith indignant fire^ and never failed to 
itrike with awe the offender. He was 
brave^ generous^ and disinterested^ ar* 
dent in his affections^ and faithful in 
hi^ fVieodships. 

iTo his uncle he was firmly attached 
both by a sentitnent of gratitude and 
ittelination^ as he had ever' to him been 
kindund generous; though he was not 
bliind to his imperfections^ which he 
considered as resulting from habits at 
his time of life not easily got rid of^ 
rather than as arising from a bad dispo- 
sition. 

Fitzormond was passionately fond of 
a military life : he had been engaged in 
actual servite more than ohce^ in which 
ke ktd acquired great reputation for his 
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^Uaotry^ coolness, and promptitude; 
but when circumstances admitted of hit 
absence from his regimental dutjj b^ 
devoted his time entirely to his uncle» 
where^ in his society, and the amuse* 
menta a country life affords^ he passed 
sooie of the most agreeable hours of his 
life. 

In one of his Tisits to hia uqcle^ hf 
becajne known to Lady Louisa Montr 
ford, only daughter of the Earl of Bel* 
hayen^ the professed enemy of Mr. Cour^ 
laud — a trifling incident brought them 
acquaii^ted: he was one day with his 
uncle^ fishing/ in one of the beautiful 
lakes in this county, near which wa^ 
the residence of the latter, when a plea- 
sure-boat^ gaily decorated, with a band 
of music on board, parsed them.^ Mr.. 
Courland^ who immediately knew it to 
belong to the Earl of JQelhaven^ uttered 
a peevish exclamation^ and requested hia 
nephew to give over his amusement and 

e3 
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retire^ as he did - not wish again to en- 
counter them; and added^ the sight of 
every thing belonging to that proud 
man was particularly disagreeable tiy 
him. 

Fitzormond, who had never had rea- 
son to dislike the family of the Earl» 
und whq conceived that the prejudice of 
his uncle was rather unreasonable^ did 
not obey him with his usual alacrity. 
This inattention to his uncle*s commands 
might have been occasioned by some 
little curiosity which had taken pos- 
session of his mind^ to have a nearer 
view of the ladies in the vessel, several 
of whom appeared very elegant women. 

Be this as it may, he certainly delayed 
putting tlreir boat back to the shore till 
that of the Earl, by another tack, was 
again brought near them. 

Fitzormond's eyes and whole soul were ' 
instantly rivetted on the face of one of 
the ladies, who appeared to regard bim 
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for a short time with equal attention; 
hut, on observing his ardent gaze^ sud^. 
denl J turned away, as if she thought it 
was occasioned by the particular atten- 
tion with which she had beheld him. 

Spite of his uncle's frowning looks> 
he continued to gaze on the fair being 
till the boat ^as too far from him to 
distinguish her lovely features; then 
turning to him, lie asked who that beau- 
tiful creature was ? '' Do you think/* 
vociferated Mr. Courland, '* that I 
would look at any one belonging to that 
man ? No ; and I command you^ as 
you value my affection, that yoii for- 
bear to speak to me of them again; 
What, I suppose you are going to fall in 
love with the girl, who I imagine is old 
Pedigree's daughter ! But have a care ; 
you know how I detest the whole family: 
let me tell him, I can, if I chuse, give 
as much money to my nephew as he can 
to his whole family, with all his pride 

£ 4 
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and contempt of what he has been 
pleased to call upstart plebeianism/' 

Fitzormond, knowing how irritable 
his uncle wa?^ when way thing occur- 
red to introduce the subject of the 
Earl of Belhaven^ did not say any 
thing in replj^ but busied himself in 
pushing their boat to land^ and trying to 
divert his attention to some other ob- 
ject: he at length succeeded in calming 
the irritation of Mr. Courland^ but not 
Hke tumplts in his own breast. 

The look with which the fair daughter 
of the Earl^ as be believed she was^ had 
regarded him^ sunk deep in his heart ; 
he recalled it with pleasure to his fancy> 
and was not weary of dwelling on it. 
He thought he had never seen so beautiful 
It woman^ and deeply lamented the cir*> 
cumstance which bad occasioned a dis* 
seosjon between the two families. 

However he resolved not to give up 
the hope of again seeing the lady who had 
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made so deep^aa io^pressioa 09 him ; ^^^ 
if he was so fprtuaate as to obtain the ha- 
Qour of her ^.cquaintaqce^ he imagiotd b^ 
should b<e the happiest of mien. 

Iq hji9 frequent visits into Cumberland 
lie Iffid formed some slight aiBqu^iii^^jQuq,e 
^itb several pf th^ nejighbouring gentle- 
inen. But as they did not visit his unclp> 
6e had not ta]|f;e^ muich p.ai^s to cifUiy^tfi 
thegood opinion they ajiipie^red to.entertain 
of him. By* ^i^ow he K^tfr^ine^ to em-' 
bxace e\exj opporti^nity tha.t pflfered qf 
hfiiug better aequaj^tjed^ boping it wou}d 
^e tbfi means of his meeting jthe lady hfi 
so much admired, 

O^^ fappiily in p9Jrticu\ar b^ b^^ heard 
his uncle mention in bitter terms, because 
they were related to the ISarl. To this 
jitmily then be resolve^ to get introducedj 
Aod doubted^iot it wpujid be the meaiv» 
Af ip)trQ4ucing ftim to L^y f^ouisa. 

It waa not long before bp Wf » ^'hle to 
fCCon^Ush his indention :* Mr. Ma^^elL 
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the gentleman alluded to, having been 
much pleased with thd appearance and 
elegant manners of Fitzormond, had fre- 
quently paid him particular attention^ 
and meeting him shortly after the circum- 
stance which had disturbed the hitherto 
serene breast of the young soldier, he in- 
vited him to his house^ and introduced 
him to his lady — a most amiable woman^ 
and niece to the Earl of Belhavep. 

FroiA her Fitzormond had the satis- 
faction to hear^ that Lady Louisa's beau- 
tiful perspn was the least of her merits ; 
her mental qualifications being superior 
even to her personal charms. 

Fitzormond's good sense and interest- 
ing manners very soon rendered him a 
great favourite with Mr. and Mrs.. 
Maxwell . The latter declared to her 
husband, he was just the man she 
f hotild like to chuse for a husband for her 
cousin, L&dy JCouisa ; as she discovered 
a great similarity m their dispositions. 
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Mr. Maxwell was of the same opinion;, 
but the dislike which the Earl bore to 
Fitzormond's uncle couid^ he feared^ 
never be got over. 

As he had tinticipated^ Fitzormond 
shortly became; acquainted with Lady 
Louisa^. and found it impossible to resist 
loving her; her. conversation was so en- 
gaging^ her manner^ so elegant^ and her 
temper so gentle^ that.. the most cold- 
hearted being living must have been, 
pleased with h^. And the confiding 
innocent friendship with which she. ho- 
noured him rendered the fascination com-- 
plete. 

His visits. to the bouse of Mr. Max^- 
well, where he was sure to meet her, 
were frequent and^ long ; ^ there he had. 
the' pleasure of. walking with her^ ^uid^ 
attending to her lively and seusible re- 
marks. The musick of her voiee^ . the 
charming vivacity, of her manner^ and. 
the irresistible loveliness of h^r smilii^g^ 
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blue eyes, had pDw«r to in&ke Ihhi. forget 
Winery thing but herself; even the fill- 
minations of his Uncle were in her soci- 
ety totally forgotten* But when uecetait j 
compelled them to separate; when Ladj 
Louisa was obliged to return to the 
castle^ and Fitzormond to his uncle^ then^ 
it Was that he lamented his depieiidant 
situation^ and the inexorable temper of 
him who had.it so amply m his power to 
contribute to his happiness ; hat who had 
repeatedly of. late hinted his determina- 
tion of abandoning him^ and cutting 
him off witli a shillings if he dared to 
form a connection so offensive. 

The frequent absence of Fitzarmond 
Trom home had betrayed to ^ his uncle 
the new aequaiatanee he had fornwd ; 
and when the latter questioned him on 
the subject^ and declared his doslilbe of 
^ery persmi oonneded with the £ari> 
the 4iob)e spirit of bis nephew, which 
icoraed etacealment^ would so longer 
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tuffer him to disguise hk real sentiments. 
He expressed hia opinion of Mr. Max- 
well and his family in the \yar111e5t 
terms of approbation ; and of liadj 
JjtnAm, as a being of a superior order, 
to "whooi his heart had been entirely de* 
r4»tdi, since the iQoraent he had the hap- 
piiMss of knowing her excdleneies ; that 
QothiQg should tempt him to forego the 
Iiope he h^d entertained of making 9a 
kitesrest in her heart ; and should he be so 
fi>rtunitte, he should consider it a blessing 
which would supply the loss of every 
other good. He declared that his sincere 
respect and attachment to his uncle had 
hem the 4Mily reason which had hitherto^ 
preiT^ei^ted him from throwing himself at 
tfijB feet of her he so tenderly loved^ and 
soliciting a return of affection; but I^ 
had hcH[)ed, when his uncle knew how 
yery amiable she. was, and how neces* 
«ry ta ensure the happiness of a nephew 
he had always profejssed to love^ that 
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he should be able to obtain his consent^ta 
his addressing her, which would doubly 
enhance the satisfaction her acceptance 
of his suit would afford him; 

111 the utmost rage, Mr. Courland 
d<bclared, that his aversion to the whole 
" family was so firmly fixed, that nothing 
should alter it ; that he had vowed n^rcr 
to relax his resentment of the affront^ he 
had received from the E^rl, and wasstill 
determined to adhere to it;^ that, dear as 
his nephew had always been to him, he 
would cast him ofi^ from his afiection for 
ever, without a particle of regret, if he 
continued to entertain sentiments so re- 
pugnant to his feelings. Did he think 
that bis wealth should go to enrich the 
family of Bfelhaven ? or, that he would 
be mean enough to make the first ad- 
vances towards a reconciliation with his 
greatest enemy ? No ! sooner would be 
see his nephew perish, and his whole fof— 
tune bestowed upon beggar& • 
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The love Fitzormond talked of, he 
said, was romantic and ridiculous; that 
it was beneath a man of spirit to enter- 
tain; and that if he valued his friendship, 
he would dismiss it from bis mind for 
ever : if not, he was no longer to con- 
sider himself a nephew of his ; and fi«> 
nail J, he threatened iotake measures that 
shpuld prevent him ruining himself, and 
for ever disoblige him. 

Much as Fitzormond loved his uncle^ 
he could not brook this violent and con*- 
tumelious language, or* think of giving 
up that love- which he found' dearer to 
his heart than any thing else in life;', 
sooner^, he felt; he could resign hi* ex- 
istence to please his unde, than his af^ 
fection for Lady Louisa*. 

He now considered his uncle sellETsh 
and unjust in his resentments ; and, there-^ 
fore, no longer to be regarded in an af-^ 
fair which concerned his ov^rn happiness 
so intimately: he determined hence^ 
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forward to b^ i^uided by fai3 own sense 
^£ right and wrong; fmd if his uncle 
istill conjtinued his unreasonable disliJke^ 
a^d withheld his fipprobation and frien4*' 
iship^ he would shake off the fetters of 
dependanca^ 9|id rely only on ^inlself tQ 
advance his fortune. 

Ife ,wa9 a sioldi^r^ aJdd might nxake 
his way in life by his bravery ; it 4i4 wt 
become him to sacrifice his happiA'Ss t^ 
the eapjicious hwnAurs of any one. Ta 
do it too from ii^itereste^ vi^ws was de* 
ri^atory to the d^nity of his eharai^r^ 
apd be yfim)A b<4 daipe^Q himself t^j^ 
such a coiMideration. 

But the thoi^ughts of reducing J>^4f 
IliQuisa frqm al^^ienQ^ ta the huqib]^ 
mediocrity he could ^^^r her^ unassist^i^ 
by his un^le^ was {laiotfLU in the highest 
degree^ a4[id almost ma4€ hiiaa resolvf 
to give i;ip what the threats of beiag^ 
deprived of for ^ifpsidf co4l4 not fpr 
a moment owtke hin coiiacwt tp do> 
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The £arl> he feared^ would be no less 
violent against the union of hiis daugh-^ 
ter with Mr. Courland's nephew than 
he was^ though the only objection he 
could raise Was his affinity to him^ as 
fronci liis father he inherited as noble 
blood as that which flowed in the veins 
of the Earl. 

Distracted with doubts and fears^ lie 
wandered^ almost unknowing whither hft 
went^ to the house of Mr. Maxwell, 
where the first person he saw was the 
beauteous object that engrossed all his 
thoughts. She was walking by herself 
in the lawn before the house, and at his 
approach advanced to meet him with 
such an air of satisfaction, and so much 
pleasure in her countenance^ that he inf- 
stantly forgot all his anxieties on her 
account^ and thought only of the hap-* 
piness of being loved by a being sd truly 
estimable. She invited Kim to join her 
in a walk^ with so much sweetness and 
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confiding innocence^ that Fitzormond 
could no longer resist the powerful tempt- 
ation • that assailed him, to know his 
fate from her own lips; and to declare 
that his heart was devoted to her service, 
and*entreat a return of aflfection, without 
which, he said, life was burthensome to 
him ; but blessed with her love, he should 
be the happiest of mortals, and the busi- 
ness of his life should be to contribute 
to her welfare. 

The soft eyes and blushing cheek of 
Lady Louisa told him that this declar- 
ation was not unpleasing to him, and 
that she felt. a passion pure and ardent 
as his own; buther tongue r.efused to 
confirm what they had so sweetly. declar- 
ed ; and till that was done, Fitzormond 
found his happiness incomplete. 

He begged her therefore most earnestly 
notto keep him in suspence, but, with her 
wonted goodness, either at once to de* 
stroy the hopes he had fondly ventured to 
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entertain^ or to exalt bim to the highest 
felicity by confirming them. . 

Thus urged^ she falteringly declared 
he was dear to her, and cTcr should be ; 
but she feared her father would never 
approve of her bestowing her affections 
on a man so nearly related to Mr. Cour- 
iand^ to whom he bore a decided aversion ; 
*' AaarVersion/' she continued^ *' I have 
used every endeavour to conquer^ but 
without effect/' 

Fitzormond^ elated with having obtain* 
ed the love of Lady Louisa^ returned to 
his uncle in th^ happiest frame of mind. 
No evil could now assail him, he believ- 
ed, but through her ; and that bhe might 
never know any, he most fervently de- 
sired. 

Mr. Courland received him with ap- 
parent kindness, and Fitzormond began 
to hope that his resentment was giving 
way to his love for him. This idea gave 
9dditional satisfaction to that Hfhich bo 
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already experienced : could he obtain fu# 
uncle's approbation^ he felt he should 
have nothing more to ask for. 

Several days he continued under this 
plieasing delusion^ and did not fail to ia<- 
spire liady -Louisa with a portion of hia 
sanguine expectation^ that one of their 
dearest connections^ if not both^ would be 
brought to consent to their union. Indeed 
he could hardly forbear hoping but that 
the concessions of Mr. Courland would, 
ensure the favour of the £arl. 

But a few days after^ an order very 
unusual, and totally unexpected^ cattie 
for Fitzormond to join his regiment 
immediately. As the time was not ex- 
pired which had been granted' him to 
absent himself, he was much surprised, 
and could not help thinking his uncle 
had procured the order for his return. 
However, as it was peremptory^ he pre- 
pared to obey it with . a heavy heart, 
convincid now of the obduracy of Mr. 
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Courland; and the foUjr of his late ex- 
pectations. 

To part with Lady Louisa was a se- 
vere trial to him, and not less so to her^ 
But they endeaToured to console them- 
selves with the hopes of future happinesi, 
which time might perhaps have in store 
for them, axtd to lessen the pains of absence 
by a eonsr^aQt correspondence. She pro- 
mised to communicate every circum<* 
stance to him that might tend to promote 
the accomplishment of their mutual 
wishes. 

« 

The Earl of Belhaven was generally 
toniSned by ill health, which had pre* 
tented him from knowing of the intimacy 
that subsisted between Fitzormondand his 
da«ighter« till ailter the absence of the 
former from €umberknd ; when some 
officious person informed him of their 
frequent meetings at the house of Mr« 
Maxwell. 
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His astonishment was great at hearini^ 
this, as he had not the slightest suspicion 
that Fitzormond visited his niece and her 
husband so familiarly. He recollected 
how much time his daughter had latelj 
spent there, and trembled for the ev^nt. 

But he determined to interrogate her 
on the subject^ and make known to her 
his disapprobation of her forming an ac- 
quaintance with persons unknown i^ 
him. This he took an early opportunity 
of doing, and fojund by her answers the 
information he had received was too 
well founded. But not aware of the ex- 
tent of the misconduct of his daughter 
• (as he termed it), he contented himself 
for the present with warning her of th« 
danger she incurred by being regardless 
in future of his strict injuiictions. 

Lady . Louisa> sensible that she had ^ 
acted imprudently, and finding it iw 
late to retrieve her fault, could only la- 
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ment in .silence the mistaken prejudice 
of her father, vrhich was likely to occa- 
sion her so much unhappiness. 

The Earl, thinking to prevent the 
meetings of his daughter and Fitzor- 
mond, if he should again come into Cum* 
berland, resolved to unite her to a no* 
bleman who had for some time been so- 
liciting the honour of her hand. 

As she had strongly objected to it 
before she knew Fitzormond, her father 
was unwilling to put a force on her in- 
clinations ; therefore had forborne to 
press her on' the subject. But now he 
considered no time should be lost. In 
consequence he ordered her to prepare to 
receive for a husband the man he knew 
she disliked, as he in^agined it would 
be the means of preserving the hqnour 
of his family. 

Lady Louisa received this intimation 
with the most heart-rending sorrow ; she 
assured her father she could not consent 
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to give faer hand to a man she not only: 
was indifferent to, but whom she disliked; 
and thinking to prevail on him to desist 
from this importunity, she declared that 
faei^ affections were irrevocably engaged ; 
but that she would promise him most 
solemnly never to marry without his 
consent, if he would allow her to remain 
single. 

To this the Earl was deaf^ and in« 
sisted that she should within ten dayi 
give her hand to the man he had cfaosea 
for her. Loi^d Montford, her only 
brother, joined his father in urging her 
compliance; the nobleman they wished 
her to marry being a pufticular friend 
of the latter 

It was in vain that «he wept and 
prayed : no entreaties co«ild make them 
alter their deteruliaation, and poor Lady 
Louisa, seeing no other way to escape 
the tyranny of her father and brother/ 
wrote to Fit'zofeiond, informing him of 
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tlie danger that awaited her, and iin^ 
plored him to hasten to rescue her from 
a misfortune so fatal to their loves. 

FItzormond with difficulty procured 
leave of absence for a short tinif : he 
flew into Cumberland . on the wings of 
impatience and affright, lest he should 
have the deare»t 'object of his heart torn 
from him; and arrived only two days 
before that appointed fpr the ceremony 
taking place. 

He contrived to cpnceal himself from 
the knowledge of his uncle, and ^ gave 
intimation of his arrival to Lady Louisa^ 
who consented tMpieet him privately. 
-The result of thiPbterview was that she 
agreed to leave the abode of her father^ 
and bestow her hand on her lover, who 
was to have every thing necessary for her 
departure ready the next evening. 

Nothing happening to prevent themfrom 
putting their design in exectition, ^t tb'a 
time appointed' sbe left her father's houses 

'Tot. II. F 
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and M soon as possible after was iht 
wife of Fitzortnoiid ; who, possessed of 
her, thought not of fortune^ bat jcoosi* 
dered himself the happi«stof all created 
beings* , , 

fjady Louisa shortly after wrote to 
ker father jto inform him of the step she 
had taken, which nothing but hh dt^r- 
inmii% to force her to marry against her 
inclination, she said, could have had 
power to make her do. She concluded 
with imploring his foTgiveness,, without 
which she could never taste af real hap- 
piness. 

To her inexpressible grief he did not 
deign to answer her letter, but directed 
Lord Montford to inform her he never 
would forgive her : that if she did not wish 
to receive his curse, she wotUd forbear at- 
tempting to alter his fixed determination. 
He should from henceforth Consider her as 
dead ; and if she crossed his recollection, it 
would only be to remind him 
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tune ia having a daughter vrbo had m^de 
him unhappy, and deprived herself wil- 
fully of his affection by her disobedi- 
ence. 

His Lordship <5oneluded with con- 
dl^ninii:^ most severely the step she had 
taken^ and the contempt with which, she 
had treated his friend. 

Lady -Louisa was deeply afflicted at 
this iiiteUigience ; for she tenderly loved 
her father and brother : she made several 
attempts to regain th« affection of the 
latter^ but without success: be also con- 
tini^ed to withhold his forgiv^ess. Her 
only consolation was ia the tender and, 
if possible^ increased affection of her hus* 
band,' and the friendship of Mrs. Max- 
' wt^ll, who promised to let no opportunity 
pass of mt6r ceding with her father m 
her behalf : but at present t)ii JSarl was 
so much inceosed, that the attempt was 
impracticable. 

FitzonuQiid also informed his uncle 
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of his marriage^ in terms the mdst con^i* 
liating and submissive ; but he was as ob- 
durate as the Earl of Belhaven: though 
differing on erer j other pointy in this they 
were perfectly agreed. 

Mr. Cowland immediately altered his 
Vfilh which had been made in favour of 
his nephew: he forbade him his house^ 
and charged all his damestics and de-^ 
pendants never to mention his iname in his 
presence. ^ 

Thus were Fitzormond and hi? young 
and lovely wife thrown on thfe world with- 
out the means of support, save what arose 
from his pay. as a captain in the army 
( which every body acquainted with the 
subject must Icnow is inadequate to sup- 
port the rank of a gentleman ) ; ' and a 
small estate in Ireland^ which devolved to 
him on the demise of a distant relation. 

Biit young and sanguine, they hoped 
that by the interference of friends their 
offence in time wouM be forgiven ; and 
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as th^y centred their happiness in each 
other^ they thought, if they had sufficient 
for their present wants^ it was all that 
was necessary. Their affection for each 
other was pure, ardent, and sincere : it 
was not the effervescence of passion ; it 
emanated from a more sublime source; 
it was founded on mutual esteem, and a 
conviction of the inpate worth of eacL 
other. Nothing was wanting to render 
their h^piness permanent^ but the for- 
giveness of their relatives. 

But time passed rapidly, and no ap- 
pearance of jit taking place. Lady Louisa^ 
who ' si^ed for a reconciliation with her 
family, so desirable both for her husband 
an^ herself, grew dejected ; the tender 
attentions of Fitzormond had not power 
entirely to divert her mind from dwelling 
on a subject so painful as # the dis- 
pleasure of her only parent. 
, For FitzormonrI, too, her tears would 
flow» when she reflected ^he had been iher. 
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means of estrangiiig him from bis uncle^ 
and as she thought of fhe addition she 
should ere iong make to his family^ the 
joy she would have felt in more for- 
tunate circumstances was, in the present, 
a new source of uneasiness. 

Both of them having been always ac- 
customed to live in affluence, and not 
aware of the expense attending it, while 
they thought they were practising the 
utmost economy, they were in fact great- 
ly exceeding their very limited income. 
The consequence was, that they were soon 
involved in a number of debts ; to dis* 
fchar^fc thesf^. t^^A ^KsmivihtU^ ^^ ihe tf^^***a.* 

ort of his adored wife, Fitzormond, 
unknown to her, sold his property in 
Ireland, which enabled him to conceal 
from her the ruin that was with hasty 
strides advancing to overwhelm them. 

At this time, the regiment to which 
Fitzormond belonged was ordered on a 
forei^fn station. They loved each other 
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too tenderij to think of separating, there-* 
fore made every necessary arrangement 
for their Toyage^ and prepared to qait 
their native country ivi^h satisfaction, as 
it DO longer held relatives who were in- 
terested in their welfare, and they hoped 
it MTould be the means of rescuing them 
from inevitable distress. They were on 
file road to embark^ when an accident 
happened, which proved fatal to their 
love, but happily raised them up a sin<* 
cere friend in the benevolent Mr. How- 
ard. 

When they were within a few miles 
of the seaport from whence t]bey were 
to take shipping, they were overtakoi 
with a violent tempest^ which had threat* 
ened to come on for some hours past; 
but as they veere desirous of arriving at 
the end of their journey that night, they 
would not let the unfavourable aspect of the 
weather prevent them from putting their 
design in execution : they accordingly 
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proceeded ; liut had not gon6 niany inil« 
from, the stage where they last changed 
horses, when the storm came oa with 
such fury as to threaten « destruction 
to everything exposed to its violence. 
The day bad long closed, and the roa^d^ 
which the driver of ttte. chaise declared 
was unknown to him, appeared nearly 
impassable^ from the quantity of rain 
which had lately fallen. 

Fitzormond became alarmed fqr th^. 
safety of his wife^ and was just on the' 
point of ordering the chaise to stop, that 
he might endeavoui; to.oj^tain some cer- 
tain inforqoiation of their road> when a 
flash of lightning/ accompanied by the 
most awful peal of thunder^ startled the 
Already terrified horses^ and rendered them 
totally ungovernable : plunging with vio-. 
lence, the chaise v^as in an instant over- 
turned, and Lady Louisa Fitzormond, he 
feared, was dreadfully wounded, if not de- 
prived of life. Though agonized on her ac- 
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eount, he succeeded in extricating her 
from her perilous situation^ and seeing a 
light at some distance, took her in his 
armsi and bore her towards it, uncertain 
whither or not her life yet remained. 

As the accident happened within a 
short distance of the village of M— — •, 
the house where Fitzormond had ob- 
served the light to appear, proved to be 
that of Mr^ Howard, who was just re- 
tiring for the night*. Alurraedbj a vio- 
lent ringing at his gate, he immediately 
(jLescended, and summoning a servant to 
attend him, went himself to offer the 
shelter he imagined it was meant to de- 
mand. 

I 

His surprise was great when he beheld! 
a gentleman supporting the apparently 
lifeless body of a. female in his ar.ms ;; 
^ho, briefly acquainting him with the 
accident which had occurred^ entreated 
him to afford them shelter and assistancift^i 
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for the lady, of whose recovery h6 dc- 
elaried himself to be doubtful, 

Mr. Howard, with the benievolence thit 
marked all his actions> instantly assisted 
the lady into the house, and apprising 
his sister of the unfortunate circumstance, 
procured her immediate aid,^ which he 
hoped would be efficacious in restoring 
her, as he belieyej^ she was only in a 
severe fainting fit. This proved to be 
the case ; but the injury she had received, 
Mrs. Martha feared, would, in her si- 
tuatfon, be attended with serious consi^« 
quences. As soon as Lady Lonisk 'wat 
restored to her senses, and found her 
husband had sustained no very mat^ri^l 
injury, she declared herself capable of 
proceeding ; but this Mrs. Martha^would 
not suffer: she was therefore prevailed 
on to retire to rest for that night, and 
^itzprmoiid/wiiohadltiforitiedMr. How- 
ard how He ivas sitinttbd^ was at length 
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compelled to give up his intentioa of 
teaching tbe sea-port> till iiis ladj was 
in a more proper state to accompanj 
him: he therefore left her to the care of 
Mr^. Martha^ a&d was shewn by Mr. 
Howard to aoother chamber. 

WiieQ alone, his distress not al lowing 
liim to take repose, he threw himselC 
«tn a chair near a window^ and sat fot 
some time iimneraed ia thoughts tlie 
•most ddstressiog : foremost of the group 
^f painful ipcmf^es which firesented 
tinmsel^es to his imagiotttioQ, was the 
•beauteous figure of bis wife, iaiotiRg 
aad'Wamded, as he had lately seen her; 
ydt, in the midst of her {»aiii, on^y soli- 
^tous for hira. " Dear, lovely, un- 
fortunate victim of pride and insatiable 
tketred!** eaiclaimed he, clasping his 
hands in agony, *^ to what misery has 
«iy fatal love eondemoed thee ! But for 
tte> thou ha4st been now eherished in 
idio bosom 4)f thy fiimily, secure from 

F 6 
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% every evil to which thou hast subjected 

thyself, by following the fortunes of a 
soldier, whose profession uuayoidablj 
exposes thee to perils and dangers of 
which this is only the forerunner ; or, 
perhaps, which, is still more dreadful to 
think of, the man for whom thou hast 
forsaken friends, Nfortune^ aad hoaxe^ 
may be doomed to fall, and leave thee 
unprotected in a strange country !" 

Thus distracted with present misfor- 
tunes> and anticipating! still greater, 
Fitzormond passed the first hours aftetr 
retiring : but, by degrees, his spirits.be*- 
came more tranquil, the tumult of hi« 
miad subsided, and hope's sweet, sooth^ 
ing voice whispered peace to bis agitated 
soul; it suggested dreams of future 
bU8». and scenes- of d^i^tic happines., 
never, alas ! to be realized. 

The violence of the storm had speot 
itself; the rain, which before poured in 
torrentsx'had^now quite ceased^ aad, the 
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thunder no longer rolled in awful ma 
jestj; but the wind in hollow nsurmun 
was dying away, or only gently sighing 
among the lofty trees in the avenue. The 
moon, sometimes shining full in theroom 
where Fitzormond sat, and then again 
nearly obscured by a flitting cloud, add* 
ed a pensiye beauty to the surrounding 
sf^enery, over which it shed a silvery 
hue. 

Fitzormond, who was .an enthusiastic 
admirer of nature, was imperceptibly 
drawn to €(Hitemplate the scene beforie 
him, which bad helped- to tranquillizjb 
his spirits. But this calm was of shost 
duration ; he was destined to eqcounter a 
trial the most severe and afflicting : froin 
a reverie, into which he had been 
plunged, by contemplating the wonderful 
works of God, he was roused by a 
noise, as of people passing hastily to 
and fro in the passage. Alarmed- f^r: 
the safety of bis beloved wife^ he darteiL 
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out oi tli€ foom, to make inquiries con- 
cerniog her, and found his worst fears 
verified. The lady^ be vrts inforoied, 
^as so very ill, that it was deemed ne- 
cessary to call in the aid of a person 
able to assist her in the daii^roias and 
critical situation she was in. 

Such assistance as the village afforded 
was soon obtained; but^ aias ! , no hu- 
man aid could save her — her life was 
^bing apace: in a few ho^acs, the 
wretched hueband was informed thai Jie 
*was a father, but that tlie mi^ther of the 
tmbe (>thus prematurely Ixroi^t into a 
world of sorrow), it ww feaced^ oould 
not possibly survive : but that tibe shofi 
Irme she had to live^ srbe wshed to be 
spent with him whom ^tie had fondly 
boped to pasaa long life with. 

To describe the mgxush of Fiteo^- 
mond is inypostible ; thoae only 4:an CM^ 
ceive it wbo^ lilee lam, have possessed « 
treasure they valiMd •upeiimrtoiiM^ltB 
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4>f fortune^-^the tre^ur^e of ftii ammble, 
aflTectionate woman's be^rt; and who>. 
like him^ have seen her torn from him in 
the bidom of youth. 

la frantic grief he flew to the cham- 
ber of death; fcut what an agonizing 
sight for him- who loved so tenderly T 
She who so lately was blooming .in youth 
iind bcfauty now lay before him-— 
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AH pale and wan, in ev'ry feature death ;!* 



yet serene and placid as the infant hf 
her side. 

At his approach^ she extended bet 
band towards him. " Dearest, best of 
friends!" said she^ " Oh! in pity 
suppress your grief ! Endeavour to sub*- 
due those violent emotions, and exert 
the noble fortitude you 'so emineirtly pos^ 
sess, to preserve your life for the be- 
liefit of this dear pledge of our un 
fortunate love I It ^has pleased the 
ILlmighty Di^pober of all events to tak« 
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me from you ; but as what he think? fit 
must be for our good, this, I trust, will, 
ultimately prove so to you— it may be 
the meaas of reconciling yoa to your 
uncle; — and surely my father. will not 
extend his anger ta me beyond the 
grave:— when he hears, the fate of the 
daughter he once tenderly loved; may 
he forgive her only fault — and receive 
and cherish her child ! — Should he not>. 
I conjure you, my beloved friend, by 
the love you. have borne me,, protect and 
love her ; — watch over her infant years^ 
and as she: advances in life, store her 
mind with virtuous knowledge; forget,, 
for my sake,, the unkindncss of my pa- 
rent, and teach, her to revere him-~ 
But, good and amiable as you are, I 
know I need not urge the subject fur- 
ther:-— I die secure in the confidence, 
that you will do all which an expiring 
mother can desire. . 

'^ And oh^ Almighty God ! grant that' 
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this dear child/' continued she, '' may- 
be a comfort to the only parent she 
will ever know !*-may she live to sooth 
his declining* jears, and in some mea- 
sure repay him for the load of anguish 
her ill-fated mother has heaped upon 
him." 

Bathing* its innocent face with tears 
of maternal affection, and pressing it in 
her enfeebled arms, she made an effort io 
present it to her husband, who, kneeling 
by her, vawed most solemnly to devote hi& 
life to the welfare of the child, rendered 
doubly dear to him by its dire misfortune^ 
and his own irreparable loss. 

'' This is indeed thebittervBss of death/' 
sighed t^e expiring youthful mother; 
''but I trust, my belovedbusband, we 
shall meet again in realms of never-ending 
happiness. Our separation, conipared witih' 
eternity, will be but short. • Oh! endea- 
vour then ta befir the trial allotted you> 
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and raise your thoughts to that state of 
felicity we shall hereaftef enjoj/' 

We draw a veil x)ver the closing scene 
of this unfortunate ladj^ and the heart** 
rending sorrow of her afflicted husband^ 
and return to the worthy Howard, who, 
finding the sensibility of his nature pain- 
fully awakened by the misfortunes of his 
guest, .resolved to alleviate as iqucIl as 
was in his power those troubles it was 
not in human nature to cure. In concert 
with his sister, who felt no less tenderly 
interested for the fate of an infant born 
in their bcuse^ and thus deprived' of one 
parent by death, and on the point of being 
separated frcm the ether, he determined 
ijo take charge of it, and to protect it 
with a parentis care, 

Mr. Hovrard, well knowing the ineffi* 
cacy of reasoning with a person in his 
situation, contented himself with con- 
doling with him on his irreparable los», 
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and by gentle persuasions prevailed on 
him to leave the silent and dismal cham- 
ber of death. By degrees he succeeded 
in drawing his attention to the future 
welfare of his child ; this had more power 
to divert Iiis mind from the shock it had 
received, than any argument he could 
have made use of; but he lamented bit- 
terly the necessity that would compel him: 
to leave her to the care of strangers, till 
he could effect some arrangements to ad-^ 
teit of her being near him. 

Mr. Howard, as he had previously 
settled to do, now offered to take upon 
tiimself tbe care of the little stranger, ftnd. 
assured the anxious father every possible 
tenderness should be shewn her, during 
his absence, both by himself and his sister. 
He also promised him that he would see 
the lastmournfuldutiespaid to ttsdece&sed 
mother. * 

By the advice of Mr. Howard, Fitz- 
#rmond now prepared to pursue his 
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^ journey, v^hieh did not admit of longer 
delay than the accident had already oc- 
carioned: a chaise heing procured for 
that purpose, he threw himself into it, 
in a state little short of distraction; but 
deeply impressed with the goodness of 
him who, though a stranger, had, in his 
utmost distress, thus -with unexampled 
benevolence befriended him. 

On his arrival at the sea-port, he found 
the ship ready to sail : be went instantly 
on board> and in a few hours was far dis- 
tant from all that remained to him of the 
woman he had loved \^th mora than even 
youthful affection. Ftom tbe last place 
they touched at in Englei)d> he wrote to 
the friendly and benevoldnft Howard^ gave 
bim a short l^istory of bis wife aad bin- 

* self, and commending his little ^rlrto 
bis protecting care, and that of ' his 
amiable sistar Mrs. Martha, requested 
she might be called Louisa, that being 
the name of his lost wife. He further 
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•assured Mr. Howard^ he would annuallj 
remit a sutn sufficient for her mainte- 
nance^ if he was not fortunate enough to 
return to Europe in a short time^ which 
he anxiously wished to do on her account; 
or else^ all places were the same to hira^ 
who, like a wounded deer, carried an 
arrow rankling in his heart, 
, He had the satisfaction to hear from 
Mr. Howard, before the vessel quitted the 
port from whence he had written, that 
his little cherul^ was well ; that they had 
provided a proiper nurse for her; and 
also that the rites of burial had been 
' bestowed, with every mark of respect, 
on her ill-fated mother. 

For two . years after his departure, 
Mr, Howard received letters by every 
conveyance to Europe. In the last re- 
ceived. Captain Fitzormond lamented 
that the nature of the service he was em- 
ployed ia would not admit of his im- 
mediate return to England ; but hoped. 
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after the next campaigti^ ,he should be 
able to do it with honour; though^ at 
the same time^ he deelared nothing hut 
the dying request of his wife, that he 
would attend to the infoncy of hia child, 
eould have power to draw him back to 
a country where his ctery hope of hap- 
piness had been so fatally wrecked. But 
compliance with her wishes^ which be 
held sacred^ as well as his own inclina- 
tion to love and protect the child of his 
adored wife, would certainly hasten his 
return, as soon as he could do it with 
propriety. 

His letters were strongly. expressive of 
the gratitude with which Mr. Howard's 
kindness had inspired him, and the satis- 
faction it gaye him to hear his little girl 
was doing so well. 

From that time no letters had been 
received from him, nor any intelligence 
whatever. Mr. Howard had not failed 
to make every inquiry which prudence 
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and bamaaity coald dictate^ but all be 
learned by those iii^iiiriesj was that the 
regiotettt to which Fitzormond was at- 
(acbed wetj& tentj with some others^ up the 
amntry ; that they had succeeded in 
their design^ but it was with the loss 
of a great loaiiy birave officers and men : 
amon|; the former Fitzormond was miss- 
ings; but whether he had fallen in bat- 
tle, or was among those wjio were taken 
prisojners, was not known ; but it was 
generally believed he was killedv 

This intelligence was very afflicting 
to Mr. Howard : he had been strongly 
prepossessed in favour of Fitzormond, 
from the time he became known to him : 
his misfortunes first interested him^ and 
his letters afterwards confirmed the good 
opinion he had conceived of him. Tllfe 
death of a meritorious young man could 
not fail to affect the compassionate heart 
of Mr. Howard under any circumstances; 
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but in the present case, it was particu* 
larly distressing to him. 

The little Louisa^ he now firmly be- 
lieved^ was indeed an orphan : he there- 
fore considered she had a greater claim 
on his tenderness^ and from thenceforward 
determined to adopt her for his own. 
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CHAP. V, 

Since I must bid the- worid adiea, 
htt me mj former life reTiew. 



Gay. 



When Mr. Howard had entirely given 
up the expectation of again hearing from 
Captain Fitzormond^ he thought it a dutj 
he owed to the child under his protec- 
tion> to endeavoiir to obtain for her the 
.i)ounteaanc€^ of some of her natural 
friends : for this purpose, he wrote to 
Mr. Courland^ informing him of the 
occurrences which had placed fhe child 
of his nephew under his care^ and did not 
fail to urge every plea which hi^ iiumanitf 
could suggest^ to induce him to iitone tb' 
the child for the inju^ice he bad done* ' 
her father> in resenting so severely i; 
fiHilt so very vaual. To this letter he 

VOL. II, ^ 
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received the following answer, which 
entirely precluded all hopes of ever ob- 
taining bis protection for her, and gave 
Mr. Howard .a juist idea of the vindic- 
tive disposition of the writer ; 

*' To the lievd. Mr. Howard. 

• . •■. • • , 

.i • . J . • • . 

"Sir, 

I have receivfld /our letter of theSOth 
instiutt/ and -bpg . leave . to . inform yo u, 
thkt when the/ young man who calls him- 
self n»y nppbe'^j forfeited that title by 
his obstinacy in naarryi^g the daughter 
of a man I detestipd, I swpre solemnly I 
wouldneverfoi'givehijn, nof acknowledge 
either his vvife or children . ( if he should 
have any ) : thi& oath I am. resolved to 
abide by': na intjpeaties or representations 
shall ever have paliKer to make, me alter 
my resolution, - wjii'ch is^rmly ^xed. 
: To preverit'bi^daugjjjter^ver having aoy 
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expectation from me^ I m^st inform you 
I have taken a wife iDyself^^.a,nd hope to 
have descendants of ray own,;, to; inherit 
my fortune. But if I - should > not, ^I 
would rather endow an hospital with 
it, thaqi that it should enrich a descend^ 
ant of the Earl of Belhavpn. 

'' I have the honour to remain ' ] 

f' Sir, . 
'*~.Your very humble servant, . 
: ".Godfrey CouRLAisfD/* 

The wife he had chosen as an instru- 
ment of punishment to lus nephew was 
the daughter of a favourite servant: 
she had officiated in that capacity her- 
self; and as to, great good humour gftd 
abject adulation, she added much art, 
she coiftrived to insinuate herself into ' 
the good graces of her master. She was 
not remarkable for the beauty of. her 
person or face; but as she was youn^ 
and healthy, the wish of Mr; Coi|rland 
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to obtain an htir was likely^ as he 
thought^ to be accomplished. But in 
this his dearest hope he was not grati* 
fied; several years- passed, and still he 
remained childless: yet his anger to- 
wards Fitzormond did not abate^ but^ 
rather appeared to render him more vin- 
dictive. ' 

As age and its consequent infirmities 
advanced on him> his partiality for His 
young wife seemed to increase. The 
unremitting attention she continued to 
pay to all his complaints^ as well as the 
patience with which she bore his ca- 
prices and morose humours^ certainly 
entitled her to his gratitude, which he 
did not withhold : but could he have 
read her heart, he would have seen that 
self influenced all her actions ; that she 
submitted* to the present evils with pa- 
tience^ that she might at bis decease, 
which she saw was fast approaching> 
and vrhich she daily longed for, enjoy 
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unrestrained the affluence she then hopecl^ 
to possess. 

That time at length arrived ; but a few 
days before it took place,, the thoughts 
of a future state, which will intrude on 
a mind however hardened, made Mr. 
Courland take a retrospective view of 
bis past life. He »aw little there to 
entitle him to claim forgiveness for his 
offences: be had never forgiven an in- 
jury, haw then could he dare to hope that 
he should obtain it f^ . 

Thinking to make some es^piation for 
his faults, he expressed a desire to alter 
his will, and declared bis regret that 
be had not forgiven his nephew befcnre 
he left hij^ own country, never again to 
return* 

Alarmed lest all her forbearance should 
b^ rendered nygatory, by her husband's 
late repentance, Mrs. Courland doubled 
her assiduities, and appeared overwhelm- 
ed with grief for the loss she was about^ 

• •>/ Cr/ V5^ 

\ s' -' <^ > ■] Y\ 
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to sustain, in being separated from so 
good ^ husband. 

Her tears, and, as he thought^ un- 
feigned distress, h^d the desired effect' 
in diverting him from his intention of 
altering his will in favour of his ne-* 
phew's child/ till it was too late: when 
he found the pains of death approaching, 
he expressed again the satne desire'; ' bill' 
he was unable to execute it ; he coi^M 
only exact a. solemn promise froin *hii 
wife, that she would pay the dkugliter 
of his nephew ten thousand pounds; and 
at her death leave her the wholie of the 
property bequeathed to her by him. 

This Mrs. Cotirland promised faftft- 
ftilly to perform ; and with this assur- 
ance her husband was satisfied, a'nd in a 
short time after breathed his last. ' '■ 
^ When Mrs. CoWland found herself 'a 
widow, with an 'affluent fortune, en- 
tirely at her ovm disposal, she resolved 
to leave* Cumberland, and reside in ftt- 
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tufe in London^ or near ity that^ she 
might partake of its amusetiieiats^ which 
she had always represented to 'her ima- 
giaation as so delightful: but -as she 
was totally unconnected with persons in 
g^witeel ' lifjp, • her^ enjoy r^ents were con- 
fined to places of public entertainments^ 
and visits td;su^h persons, as' she had got 
i^tfodoctioa to frbm- o*h«rs-ia th^ coubr 
Aiy, . in' ancihfiarior situation. ^ The c^se^- 
icluded life ;Mr. Coiirland led had not 
^iyea. his wife any opportunity to form 
.^eonneetioos* likely to- refinie her manner3 
or improve hei* mind; she was^ .tharie- 
foire, when a rich widow, as unlike >a 
gentlewoman as she had heen beford/Mr. 
•Courlaud took^her from the humbbUi- 
ti^ion she was formed by naturre '"{d 
■fill with'more credit ihan 4hat to* wbmh 
he had raised her.. . Shej:etaiued stiiV^U 
»the mt^annejsiof h^lr original state;, and as 
she had when young nothing to give,inow 
' she could noitd^ar to do it :. she therisfore 

G 4 
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delayed from time to time making Louisa 
9,cquainted with her late husband's wish^ 
till at last she gave up the intention^ and 
xomforted herself with saying it wouM 
be time enough at her death to do it, ' 
as she should perform her promise by 
making a will in h^ favour. 

Accidait brought her acquainted with 
Mxr Melfoird^ and as, he locm found she 
was wojthy his atteutioia^ be took pains 
to cultivateher good opinion; in which he 
succeeded^ and they were shortly majrricd. 
But previous to this events she informed 
him of ihe pcomise made to her former 
husband^ apd berinteotioiito adheretoit so 
far as to make Miss Fitzormond her heir. 

Mr. Melford did .not much admire 
this superstitious regard to her word, as 
he considered it ; but finding she did not 
^eem inclined to gfve up the point, he 
thought how he might be able to turn it 
to his own advantage. • 

Mr^ Melford had a natural ^on, of 
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^Bom he was extravagantlj fond. It 
therefore immediately occurred to him, 
that if he could procure Louisa Fit!i:or- 
mond for a wife for this son, he sholildi 
secure his own wife's fortune to him. 

But to render this scheme practicable, 
it was necessary to get Louisa icito his 
]^Wer: Thi^ h6 had little chance of 
ddbg; duting Mr. Howklnff's^ life, ais hb^ 
y^m^pe^ even should he plead his wifeV 
aftmiy to her, that gentleman would not 
glnae iher \ip to hinu 

^ While he pondered oft this subject, 
and laid plans to accomplish bis project, 
<Sie death of Mr. Howard, and the snb- 
s€^^[Uibnt illness of Louisa, afforded a 
BAitt^e faTO^urable opportunity than he had 
etev^ dared to hope for.. Her illnesd. 
enabled him to secrete the will of Mr.. 
Howaid^ and thereby deprive her of tbe^ 
independence that worthy man had scr^ 
cured to her. His motive fqr making 
her believe she was wholly dependant oa 

c 5 
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him was to secure her gratitude^ and 
render her less likely to oVject to his in- 
tended proposal of uniting her to his soiu 
His, ready concurrence and recom.- 
mendation of. her providing for herselT 
arose from the same motive ; he believed 
she M^Quld gladly, embrace his offer whea 
there was no- alternative between that and 
earning hei: subsistence in a state of de— 
pendance. 
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CHAP, vi; 

4 * 

Alas !, ivbat igooraDt siti h^ye I cooimitted ? 



V 



/ 



r " - 

A man in all the world's new fashions planted,' 
That hath a mint of phrases in* his brain;. 

One w^om the music of his own vain tongue 
Doth rayish, like enchanting harmony; , > 

A man of complimeats>.;Wbom rigjbt and wrongs i 

Have chose as umpire. of th^ir mutiny. 

^ > * ' Shakcspear. 

As she had proposed^ Louisa .the next 
day took an efarly opportunity of men- 
tioning the plan she meant to pursue,, 
and solicited .Mts^ Melford. to aid her 
with her advice and recommendation^ 
. Mrs. MeIford,\yho;.itj appeared, had 
been SLpprised of her inten^ron^^reqyested 
she would give up all thoughts of re^ 
Knovin&:'from 4ier for the present. . 

''',l\Ir. Melfqrd and" I haye^^ad,sotne 
conversatiQU , on that subject/' replied 

G 6 
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the lady> '* and we have agreed that k is^ 
better on many accounts that you should 
continue with us : I have very little society^ 
and I think you will be pretty company 
for me, for I am often very dull when 
left alone; and as you are anrelation of 
mine, it is> we think, more respectable for 
you to stay with me than to live with 
strangers r though you have no fortune^ 
nobody knows- what may happen/' 

This last remark she added with a 
significant shrugs and a look she intended 
should be very arch* 

Louisa, though she disliked the idea of 
being considered -in the light of a poor 
dependant relation of Mrs. Mclford% 
nevertheless consented to remain with 
her, at least till she recovered from the 
state of weakness in which her violent 
indisposition had left her. 

As soon as Louisa recovered from the 
fatigue of her journey, and wad able 
to compose her spirits for the occasion; 
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ahe wrofe to Lady Stanley to inform her 
of her change of situation^ as she still 
entertained a faint idea that she was un- 
acquainted with her loss. She also wrote 
to Miss Stanley, and gently hinted the 
pain she had suffered in hemg apparently 
forgotten by friends so dear to her a§ 
they were. ' . * 

To those letters she received answers 
that were more distressing than her wx)rst 
surmises had led her to fear. 

That from Lady Stanley was cool and 
humiliating, <and the orfe from her 
daughter reserved and polite. 

Lady Stanley, after, expressfug her 
Sorrow for the death of Mr. Howard, 
added, that she was glad to hear Louisa 
had met with a relation, under whose 
protection she might remain with credit ; 
and she advised her, as a friend, to be 
careful not to disturb the quiet cf a 
family again, as she had that of hers. 
It concluded with saying, th;it ^he 
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' wished to- decUni^ all further correspond- 
ence with, her, as did her daughter^ on 
. whom, she laid her; commands ' not to 
' answer any more of her letters* - 
. Tptaljly unable 'to. account for this 

• inexplicable : letter' of her ladyship's^ 

• Louisa, felt her, heart sicken at. the con- 
ten)ptuous manner in which ^ she was 

* treated; : but the. consciousness of, inno- 
cence supported; her;, and she resolved 
not to let it wholly subdue her. but to 
try and forget s.he had ever known per- 
sons who could^, for no reason on her 
part, act so cruelly towards her. 

She accordingly/ after the first shock 
was over, applied herself assiduously to 
some . employment :. she never gave way 
to indolence, well aware. that that was 
the greatest enemy to real . repose. . 

The attention, she paid to Mrs. Melr 
ford was perfectly free from adulation; 
hut the natural efiects resulting from an 
ingenuous and grateful heart so fkr wofiu 
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on that la4-y, that she declared she c6uld 
Bot exist without; h^r. , Mr. Melford, 
too, app,eared "to . regard her with more 
ipterest thaiv the ^ apathy, of his nature 
allowed hiin tp bestow on any object 
except money. * 

To Louisa their manners were coarse 
and disgusting r accustomed as she had 
ever been to the mild^, sensible, and in- 
structiye conter sation 'of Mr; Howard,,- 
and tl^e .polished society of the Stanleys,, 
she felt the difference sensibly :. she also 
felt her own superiority;, but she had too, 
much good senjie to let those feel it with 
whonou she resided,, smd to- whom she 
imag^ined herself obliged £br a home and 
support: tO'them she^was humble, with- 
out meanness, and dignified without 
pride. 

She had resided at Mr. Melford's 
house about three weeks, during which> 
time she had seen scarcely any person but 
their own family ;. when one morning at 
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breakfast Mr. Melford announced the 
expected arrival of his^ son (whom h^ 
chose to call his nephew ) in town. 

Mrs. Melford took thi» opportunity of 
extolling the many amiable qualities of 
the young man, who was a great favour- 
ite of hers : she assured Louisa tha# he 
was a very sensible, ctever fdloW ;^ • ibad 
shewas sure she would like him. *^ Wltfcw 
he eomes/' conlinued Mrs; MeJfodli * 
«' we can have little snug cotwxerte irt^ 
home, &s Frank ift doiingly forid MS' 
music; indeed \ie plays on the iacdiOv. 
charmingly> and has a very fewoei>toi<0.i; 
B^t what pleases me best ii to h<^^in 
recite poetty t Oh 1 yoii will be deit^iieft 
with his m«RBet 6f iedting^ AlmxfL dm^ 
brave mid the fair Imog^fWy be mblEes 
it thrill quite through you . '* ^^' ^ • ' ' 

Louisa enllettvoiired to teuppresir «be 
smile this catalogue of excellencies e«- 
crtedf : bu* fdt het rt»ibie fietiltiiestw*e 
notiii8o^hgo0d«utjt»(Jtidft» i- • « * -"" 
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Mrs. Melford was so earnest ia the 
praise of the young man^ that she did not 
perceive the injury she was doing the 
cause she meant to promote; for^ before 
she had concluded^ Louisa, had prepared 
her mind to meet a most egregious cox- 
comb. 

Mr.. Mdford^ not less blind to the 
foibles of his son, listened with evident 
pleasure to the praises bestowed on him ; 
and secretly exulted in the certainty he 
felt^ that the immense riches his wife 
possessed would ultimately become the 
property of his accomplished soo« 

Louisa; perfectly ihdiflf^ent about him^ 
as she wa^ well assured^ from the descrip^ 
tion given of him by his aunt^ that he 
could not be a person whose society 
would afford her any satisfaction^ thought 
uomore of him or lis wonderful abili* 
ties. . . 

But she soon found that though he 
was not calculated to amuse and delight 
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her by his wit and vivacity^ he was likely 
to prove a source of vexation to her m 
an 'eminent dtirree. ' 

A short time previous to the usual 
dinner-hour of Mr. Melford^ the vaunt- 
ed youth was announced and' introduced 
to Louisa, as the favourite aephew of lAx: 
Melford: with the dealer ee of relation- 
ship in which she stood fo the fa'mily be 
appeared well acquainted ; as indeed lie 
was, having been informed' by his father, 
of the good fortutte that awaited: bftto; 
if he took care to render himself agi**^-' 
able to the young lady. " 

As diflSdence made no part' of 'fe^ 
' ybting man% character/ he came prepar- 
ed to see; and to coriqtter: hot thinking 
for a moment that a youn^ l«idy, \vho 
supposed herself -without fortune/ would, 
hesitate to accept tie attentions "of a man 
so elegant a^ himself, and heir to so rich 
ai man as Mr. Melford was well kuowa 
to be. • .•...:.- ^'< '■-■■''■ 
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Impressed with those self-important 
ideas^ he advanced with easy confidence 
to Louisa, and addressing her in aa af- 
fected tone of admiration, expressed the 
felicity he experienced in being honour- 
ed with her acquaintance; a ieKcity, he 
flat^red himself,- he knew how to appre- 
tiate; and which it should be th^ study, 
of his future life not to esteem lesslfaan 
he. did. at the* present momenta 

> I^iigusted with the flippancy of hi# 
inaanet, , which wais wholly - new to faer^ 
Louisa dnly coolly bowed to his. high**' 
flown compliknentS) and addressed her- 
self to Mr.'Melford : but -his yanity was 
not so slightly put. i>n as. to be discoqa- 
posed by the frigid air that accompanied 
the look's of hter to .whyom.he.was resolved 
to be Very attentive; He therefore deter- 
mined to persevere, nothing doubting but 
he-$bouldr>obiftin the prize. * ^ 

• la person; Mr: Frank Mel ford wasi 
about the ' middle size ; and had he 
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not taken pains to distort, his limbs by af- 
fecting fashionable attitudes^ he might 
have passed as a tolerably well-made 
man. His features^ and the contour of 
his face^ ' were in the same style of me- 
diocrity; but by the curvature of hii 
elbows^ which formed a semicircle^ pro- 
jecting out on each side, and the twist 
of hi3 knees, occasioned by the same ele- 
gant idea, that to turn in the toes con- 
•titutes grace, contrary to the rules of 
nature and the dancing-master, he had 
deformed h'ifi; figure as much as he had 
hi& face,. by making his stiff black hair 
(which was naturally inclined to descend 
humbly down his forehead), 

Stand OH end 

, Like quills upon the fretful porcupine: 

and giving it also an insipid expression 
by a constant simper, which was design- 
ed to show teeth as white as unremitting 



A TALI. 141 

care could make them. Those little ele- 
gantappendages, a tooth-pick, and a small 
tortoiseshell comb to apply to his whisk* 
ers, were seldom long out of his hands ; 
probably as much 'to show the delicacy 
of the latter, as to adjust those concerns 
SQ.i/Eftportant to a-beau. 

Ad4i^d to. those affectations, every fbp- 
Wh^ dress, which the caprice of fa$h- 
ij>p jl^; Jaily inventing, was adopted by 
Wii^;wi|h scrupulous exiwtitude. 

.l^n^wfiUing as Louisa was to listfeir to 
% ftoQvef 5atiD0 of a periion she disliked, 
}^t pcdijl^aess compelled her to do- \t^ as 
the party wag no small, no one beSi^' 
added to divert his attention from her ; 
and she Goifld not withhold hers entirely 
from so. favoured a- guest of her friends. 

With extreme regret she heard he was 
tQ becoiii^ aa inmate with ' her,' as Mri ' 
Mdfprd'a. house was hia chief residence, 
^hjE;abe;vr9'ftintawu, •- 
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" No, Madam ; twice that sum could 
not induce me to give my hand to a maa 
whom my heart and reason alike disap* 
proved ; I should be happy to oblige ypii, 
if it was in my power, but it is not. I 
am trujy grateful to you, for your gene- 
rous and undeserved intentions in my 
favour, but thanks are all I have to 
bestow." 

'^ And is it possible,'* said Mrs. Mel- 
ford, '* that a girl,- without sixpence . she 
can call her own, can refuse a husbrand, 
who will have an immense fortune; and 
ten thousand pounds for herself, inde- 
pendent of him ; and all for the "paltry 
reason of not having ' any . affection for 
him ? Why, child, do you think I had 
any affection for your great uncle ? Yet 
I married him when I was of your age, 
and never repented of it, though I had, 
what many people would have called 
a miserable life of it ; he being so old 
and infirm: but here is a young man^ 
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tt&d otte fhit hdlf the fine ladies kir te^Q 
l^ould jump at, and you refuse bim, he^ 
cause^ fersootli^ you haye nift simiUr 
tastes: giye up such F<>maittic fancies^ 
and be a sensible woman. Tastes^ in- 
deed^ and bearts approving!-— I tbougbt 
you had more sense/* 

Quite out of breath with Mie yehe« 
tnence of her utteraute, and the effects 
of her surprise^ at hearing a young wo^ 
man^ as she said^ without six|^nce^ re^ 
ject a proposal So advantageous, from 
principle^ Mrs. Melford paused^ and 
Louisa had an opportunity of saying 
that she could not presume to judge of 
the motive Which induced her aunt to 
marry, without having an affection for Mr. 
Courland ; but as she said she had never 
repented the step she had taken^ she mighty 
she thought, reasonably infer that their 
union wa^ founded upon mutual esteem. 
If she felt that sentiment towards Mr. 
Frank Melford, she should not give so 

VOL. II. H 
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decided a negative to the proposal now. 
made her^ as she really was not so ro- 
mantic as to suppose a strong attach- 
ment the only thing necessary to con- 
stitute happiness in the married state: 
neither was she totally indifferent to 
the enjoyments which an ample fortune 
best<}ws on its possessors ; the want of it 
abridging the power of doing good^ as 
well as subjecting persons to much in^ 
conyenience and distress ; particularly if, 
like her,, they had been brought up in a 
way to tmfit them from i4)plying to those 
resources the indigent have* 

Here they were interrupted by the en- 
trance of the person who formed the 
subject of their discourse; and Mrs. 
Melfiwd, who. was unwUling to relinquish 
the project she had so much approred 
i0f> as in the accomplishment of it sire- 
should gratify her ayadce in keeping 
Louisa^s fortune in the family, and also 
allay some qualms of conscience she at 
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times found very troublesomej whis*- 
pered Louisa not to take any notice of 
what had passed between them. 

Louisa^ who felt really distressed that 
she should occasion Mrs. Melford any 
uneasiness, readily agreed to comply; 
hoping there was no foundation for the 
intimation she had given her of Mr*. 
Melford's intentions ; indeed; as she reyoly** 
ed it in her mind> she was more*convinced 
there could be none. As she thought it 
improbable he would wish to unite her 
to his nephew, whom he knew to be with- 
out fortune, she thought it equally impro- 
bable that he would consent to Mrs. 
Melford's plromi^e of giving her one. 

Young Melford, who appeared very 
solicitous upon all occasions to insinuate 
himself into the good opinion of Louisa, 
now informed her a piece Was to be 
performed that evening at Drury-lane 
theatre^ which he had heard her express 

H 3 
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a deftire to see^ and begged he mi^it have 
the iMmouc ef attending her and her 
aunt for that purpose. 

To. this proposal Mrs. Melford acceded 
with evident pleasure^ and tiouisa^ thou^ 
she woald gladly have disposed with the 
eompany of young Melford^ agreed to 
join them. 

It was now the month of February, 
and the town very full : as the piece to be 
performed was a favourite with the pub- 
Uc^ the house was uncommonly crowded. 
Louisa felt her spirits elevated by the 
gaiety of the scene ; she therefore gave 
way to the natural cheerfulness of her 
^disposition^ and conversed with her com- 
panions with unusual vivacity, when her 
attention was not directed towards the 
sta^. 

'At the conclusion of the fourth act| 
she was surprised by hearing her own 
iiame pronounced by some person near 
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faer^ and turning her head, she saw Lord 
Belmour making his way over the benchei 
towards her. 

His Lordship's countenance was ani- 
mated with the satisfaction he felt at 
seeing her^ and the warmth of his expres- 
sions denoted that his friendship for her 
was not diminished by change of cir- 
cumstances or length of absence. 

Louisa's gaiety immediately forsook her ; 
she trembled and turned pale> and only 
in a faltering voice could return a short 
answer to the inquiries of his Lordship^ 
after her health, and his expressions of 
happiness at seeing her look so well. 

Her perturbation was observed by Lord 
Belmour, who^ imputing it to her sudden 
surprise at seeing him, apologized for his 
iiatrusion> in a voice and manner so. tender^ 
l^hat Louisa could scarcely restrain her 
tears while she informed him the sight 
of him had recalled the remembrance of 
the seveire loss she had sustained so fort 
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cibly to her mind^ as to occasion her 
present agitation. 

She made some general inquiries after 
his family, and that of Sir Walter Stan- 
ley, but avoided entering into any par- 
ticulars, as she felt her pride revolt at 
the idea of the unworthy n|ianner in 
which she had been treated by them. 

Lord Bejmour was equally silent on 
the subject^ but with some degree of 
raillery reproached her for not having 
inquired after her little friend at Bath/ 
" I assure you/' continued he, she grows 
a fine girl, and bids fair to equal the 
beauty of somebody you knew." 

Louisa sighed, as she in her turn apo- 
logized for the reason she had given to 
deserve his reproach : the sigb> his lord- 
ship understood as it was nieant, a tri- 
bute to the memory of the unfortunate 
mother. e 

Their attention was now called to the 
business of the stage: but Louisa had 
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Xost all interest in the fate of the mimic 
heroine : her thoughts had AmI back to 
those days of peace she had enjoyed at 
M- ^ , ere she knew Lord BelniouF. 
From the period of his first arrival there 
she had not tasted^ happiness, yet she 
could not accuse him of having been 
the cause of her disquiet, but rather 
imputed it to a wayward destiny that 
seemed to be marked out for her, in 
which he innocently was condemned to 
constitute a part* 

The mortifications she had met with 
from Lady Belmour^ she rightly judged,' 
were- occasioned by the admiration of 
Lord Belmour : and the neglect and in- 
suit of Lady . Stanley, she fi^aredr arose 
from the same circumstance; yet, knowing: 
how innocent she was of having by coque- 
try, or any other art, endeavoured to ob-^ 
tain that admiration, she was unwilling to* 
allow that to be their iqotive for acting; 
as they had done towards her, 

H 4 
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Fecnliar circumstances hack thrown 
liQtd Belmour more ia her w»y than 
ih0 ^itirely approved ; but as humanity 
for his child^ left destitute hy the death 
of its mother^ induced her to use her 
utmost endeavour to interest his compas- 
sion for ii^. she was justified in her own 
ipind^ for having been in situations to 
have private interviews with him: but 
now that object was attained^ it woul^j 
jshe allowed^ be more prudent to avaid 
every appearance of particular intinuiey ; 
wo)l aware that to avoid censure, the 
surest method is, not only to shun care- 
fully every thing that deserves itj but 
also every thing that may give a pretence 
to lereate it. 

Lord Belmour kept his seat behind 
Louisa^ and at the c#nclusion of the play^ 
lucceeded in drawing h^r from her re* 
verie: he had attempted it before^ bqt 
without success. 

Louisa^ who bad taken her resolutiofi. 
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was distantly polite ; and to avoid beinff 
longer in his compan^f, complained to 
Mrs. Melford of a pain in her head, and 
expressed a wish to go home ; to which 
Mrs. Melford assented. 

As she stood up for that purpo^e^ she 
accidentally cast her eyes on a box at 
some distance, where sat Lady Belmour^ 
Lady Adelina, and Walter Stanley : the 
eyes of the whole party were fixed 
upon her : those of Lady Belmour were 
expressive of rage and contempt: and 
those of her brother, of a mixture of pity 
and anger : unknown to her, they had 
been regarding her from the moment 
Lord Belmour had joined her. 

Louisa started, and hurried out of the 
box without accepting the profifered as- 
sistance of his Lordship ; while young 
Melford, who was compelled to assist bis 
aunt, had the mortification of seeing him 
follow her, and lead her to the carriage^, 
which was in waiting. 

h5 
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To the entreaties of Lord Belmour, 

that she would allow him to call on her 

• 

the next day, Louisa gave a positive 
denial; and hurrying to the earriage^^ 
threw herself in, and wept without re- 
straint 
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GHAP. vir. 



PnUe her bat for this her without-dbor form 

<Whicb, on mj l^Uh, desenret higfa^ speedi) iftditnaitht 

Xbe shroff, the faruai^ or hai these pettj brandSf v 

Tteit culamay doth iu&:-^h t I am ont» 

Tlmt mercj does y for calmnnT- will fear 

TIrttte itself;' these shrugs^ .these hums^ and hfts» 

When yon hare said she's goodi j, eome beCwecii, 

lire joii cmaay: she's hottest^- • 

SiHAKlSPEAlt* 



BV the time Mrs. Melfbrd was seated^ 
composedlj^ Louisa had partly recovered^ 
from- the violent' agitation the sight oF' 
Walter Stanley had occasioned her. ^ 

Mrs. Melford iininediately began to^ 
question Her^. as to whd the^ gentleman^ 
was who had caused sucH a reVo^Iutioni 
in. her spirits^ and made her eyen m-- 
atteatiye to the forms of good manniers*' 
" I thought/* said she^ '' your intentiotti 
was to run away with him ; you Were im 
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luch haste to get away from us: praj 
do tell us his name^ for I am dying to 
know." 

When Louisa informed her^ and meu- 
tioned his affinity to the family of Sir 
Walter Stwley, the niost intimate friends 
of her youth, Mrs. Melford wa& inex- 
pressibly surpriae^^ 

" Lot4 Behnour ! " said she, *' son of 
the Earl of Delyille; a family! haiie 
heard so often of in Cumberland ; surely. 
Miss Fitlormond, you might have in- 
troduced his Lordship to me ; we could 
have talked oyer so ^lany thmgs> as coun- ' 
try folks always do; that I declare it 
WQuld have been quite pleasant. I so 
seldom meet with a countryman ; but 
perhaps he will call on you; you knew 
you were welcome to give him an inri- 
tution to my house : as he is such a great 
mauj I should have been proud of the 
hpnour/' 

Louisa said she did not offer to intro* 



A TAtB. 157 

duce bis Lordship to 4^i]|h aat 3J^e ima* 
gi&ed it might not ^e^ agreeable to eiUa^er 
paf ty ; and aa bise Lordsbip wa^ aot a very) 
iatiiaate ffi^Kl of hers^ of pouise she^ 
did not giye him an i&yitation to viait 
her. " But/' continued ishe^ *' if I ha^ I 
belieye you would have h^m disappoint- 
ed in your expectations e£ holding anjf 
wty interesting conversations with him 
i^laAive to Cumberland^ as I have hear A 
be spendss bui very little time there." 

This she said^ in a great inea&ure^ to 
feeoiicile b^r to the disappointment of 
not Imvii^ been introdnced to Lord Bel-r 
rmms: but Mn. ]M|elford could not ear». 
sily forget the &ie opportunity she ha(i 
lost of making an acquaintance with 9t 
loxd ; an oppodctunity tb&t might not bc« 
cur agam ; but if it ever did^, sho de^ir-^ 
ed Louisa not to let it dip. 

Young Melfbid was e¥iden% piqued 
by her kiattention to hk^ lifter tb^ en- 
tranee of Lord Beliiioui> into Htm box : 
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■ 

hh narrow and suspicious mind was iti-^ 
stantlj employed to find out the reason 
of Louisa's agitation on the first ap- 
pearuQ^ce of bis Lordship, as weH as^her 
subsequent abstraction^ and^ renewed) 
agitation- when kaving the theatre : the 
party ;^e had occasioned the latter> he: 
had not obs^yed. 

• it was some relief tohis mind to bear that^ 
the person who had given him so much^ 
uneasiness was a married man ; but that* 
circumstance did not divest his ' mind- of 
suspicion; In* his intercourse with the* 
iex, which had been confined to themeanestt 
and most Ticious> he had known instances 
of great duplicity under an exterior of 
itrinocence and eandour: how then: could! 
he know but it might be the oase at-pre^ 
sent ? Thur he reasoned with himself^ and- 
did not cease till fn imagination he -had i 
loaded Louisa with almost every vice. 

Neither of the party - arrived at - home ^ 
in so mych harmony of mind. as they. 
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bad left it : Mrs. Melford- was reserved 
ajkd pettish ; her nephew sulky ;. and Louisa 
low-spirited. 

The latter retired very soon to her 
chamber^ where she had leisure to think 
over the occurrences of the day : those 
of the evening principally engaged .her 
thoughts. 

She had seen Walter Stanley and his 
wife^ as she tupposed Lady Adelina now 
was. Yet why should that give her so 
much pain? She had long known he 
could never, be any thing to her ; but 
she had. always hoped to he lemem^ 
bered by him with, that tender, affection 
and respect which their early friend*^ 
ship warranted i.this^^she feared^ waanow 
done awi^ :. the look with; which he 
bad so steadfastly r^rded< berj . seensedl 
to repjroadi>, and aithe same-time laments 

iter as a creature on whom he could onlx* 
Iteftow^mRaision. . 
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• 

'' The jealousy of his sister/* said: 
she, '* has infected him ; it is evident he 
thinks me vile enough to encourage the 
attentions of a man veho is married^ and- 
to his sister: can he think I am fallen so 
low ? What ' infatuation to encourage 
such a. thought: even if Lord Bielmour 
were unmarried, and would offer me his 
hand, I would not accept of it : so free 
am I from* having formed! an attachment 
to him \ But alas \ he does* not know that: 
he thinks, because I am degraded by 
misfortune to-be a dependant on the 
bounty of strangers, tbat my soul is 
equally diebased : but titae w^ill, I trusty 
convince him how much he noM» wrongs 
me in imputing ta my heart so gveat 
a crime. "^ « 

She €(mdemned soverel^y the imprudence 
of Lord Belmour, who must have beea 
acquainted with the share he had had in 
alienating the affection of idle Stanleys 
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from her, for leaving his partj' to joinlier : 
even allowing that he reprobated the mean 
jealousy of Lady Belmour, and was re- 
fiolved not to miss an opportunity of pay- 
ing his respects to her, who was so inno<* 
cent of having giving offence, yet he ought 
to have avoided such marked and public 
attention. No opportunity was likely to 
be given her to vindicate herself; there** 
fore she must still be under the stigma of 
having acted with duplicity, if not with 
» greater degree of vice. 

It may appear e]!ibtraordinary that Lady 
iStanley and her eldest daughter, who 
both condemned the suspicions of Lady 
Belmour before Louisa left Bath, should 
so suddenly have altered their opinion, 
and not only have joined Lady Belmour 
in suspecting her of encouraging the par- 
ticular attentions of Lord Belmour, but 
even have treated her with a degree of se- 
verity greater than that lady, vindictive as 
she was, coqld be capable of doing- at a 



16^ THE soldier's, orphan: 

time when she was suffering under so 
dreadfdl an affliction as the death of 
Mr. Howard. 

But Lady Stanley was not so much 
to blame as might at first appear: cir- 
cumstances were communicated to her 
after Louisa's departure, which stag- 
gered the good opinion she had always 
entertained of her. Miss Stanley was 
not so much the dupe, of appearances as 
Iter mother; but she was compelled, td 
write as she had done^ and also to gi^e 
her ^ord most solemnly that she would 
.hold , np further cpmmunicatioa with 
her. . 

The circumstances alluded to were 

• . ' ■ ■ » ■ 

the frequent private visits which Lauisa 
made to the house of Mrs. Mason. Lady 
.Belrpour bad placed spies on her con- 
duct from the time of their return ix^ 
Bath : but as Louisa had not visited 
her little friend till the evening before 
•bo left Bath to return to M— -<-, Ladj 
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Belmour did not hear of it till after her 
departure ; then^ toher utter confusion and 
dismay^ she was told that Louisa had been 
seen to enter the house of Mrs. Mason, 
and that shortly after Lord Belmour 
was seen to follow : this confirmation of 
her ladyship's worst surmises was dag* 
^ers to her soul ; but. she determined 
to know more, if it was tp be known^ 
and for this purpos^^ by bribes and great 
address, discovered that . Louisft fi:e-- 
quently had gone to. the same place in a 
private manner>.and had met his Lord* 
ship there : this information she obtained 
from the servant who had generally ac- 
companied her« 

The poor girl was quite unconscious 
of doing any thing that would occasion 
mischief by telling this when questioned 
artfully by Lady Belmour. Louisa had 
warned her in the most forcible manner 
against ever mentioning the circumstance 
•f Miss Conway and the infant; but had 
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never said more to her on the subject, as 
she had not suspected any remarks would 
be made inimical to herself. 

When those meetings were discovered 
to Lady Stanley, she was enraged at the 
duplicity of Louisa, in proportion to tlie 
confidence she had before placed in her 
apparent virtue. The vices of those 
whose conduct has always appeared unex- 
ceptionable, or of Uiose whom, by certain 
situationa in life, or a more strict educa- 
tion^ Ihe mind naturally expects to fin^ 
undeviatiiig in rectitude, create more 
horror than the lapse of a person who 
ift not supposed to possess such a security 
from the allurements of pleasure. 

This was tlie case with Lady Stanley: she 
bad firmly believed Louisa to be quite free 
from the vanity which a young woman so 
handsome as she was generally possessed. 
Coquetry, she had observed, was not 
to be imputed to her, as she was perfect- 
ly free from that; and as to faults less^ 
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venial^ she could never for a moment h^re 
supposed heir guilty of any : her sur- 
prise and anger were therefore greater 
at finding she had been so egregiously 
deceived. 

This was increased T>y a circumstance 
from which no prudence could have se- 
cured her. 

Louisa had travelled from Bath in a 
hack chaise^ with an attendant on horse 
back^ to whom she was to have given a 
letter to take back, to assure her friends 
of her safe arrival. 

The distressing event that awaited her 
on her arrival prevented her doing this ; 
and the servant^ who happened to be a 
stranger at the manor-house, and a very 
careless fellow, neglecting to make $kny 
inquiries, set off totally unacquainted 
with the melancholy state in which' he 
left his charge, and could give no fur^^ 
iher information, when questioned on the 
tubjectj, but that he bad seen the young 
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lady safe to her journey's end, but that 
she had neither sent back letter nor mes* 
sage. 

To iadd to this untoward event, the man 
who had been sent with an express to 
fetch her, was met at an inn where he 
stopped, by the driver of the chaise which 
had conveyed her part of the way. Those 
two men being known to each other, 
entered into conversation, and the nature 
of the express being told, the post-boy, 
who know Miss Fitzormond, informed 
him his journey was needless, as the lady 
had passed him on the road : the man 
therefore returned the way he came, and 
arrived a few hours after Louisa; and 
thus prevented Lady Stanley from receiv- 
ing information of Mr. Howard's illnesa 
and danger. 

When the death of Mr. Howard was 
known to the Stanley family, they were 
too much occupied with events that more 
nearly coitcerned themselves, to allow 
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them to do more than express their regret 
^0 each other for the loss of so excellent 
a man. Condoling with Louisa they 
now thought unnecessary^ as they were 
convinced of her unworthiness. 

Sir Walter did not give much credit 
to the tale told by his family ; but as he 
was irritated against his son for not com-* . 
plying with his most anxious desire 
respecting Lady^ Adelina^ he began to 
impute blame to Louisa^ as the cause of 
Walter's disobedience; and seized this 
accusation with pleasure^ that he might 
urge it as a plea with his son to discard 
her from his heart : if that was once done. 
Sir Walter had no doubt but that he 
would immediately offer his hand to Lady 
Adelina. 

Thus did Sir Walter let his anxiety 
to promote one favourite scheme get the 
better of Us justice, and the natunal ge* 
nerosity of his character^ and countenance 
a report injurious to the fame of an in- 
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nocent girl, merely to advance hii ^fn^ 
interested views. ' * / 

Fearful of coming to a rupture with 
the family of Lord BelmoUr at tfcis eriti* 
cal time, he laid the most strict ia^uiio 
tions on his >vife and daughter!^ nOt to 
take any notice of the affair to his Lord* 

« 

'ship. 

When Walter Stanley attended his 
father to London, the, latter inferaiad 
him that he hud given his word of boaout 
to pay in six months a sum of n^oney to a 
large amount, which he had loaft ftt play* 
that he depended on him to a9^isrt hiiA 
with it, which he knew he <^ou)d only 
do by marrying Lady Adelina Belmoiir. 
The gentleman to whom he had lo«t Ae 
money was aware of this circumstance > 
therefore it was necessary he shotildtft least 
give some colour to the pretence,;!^ ap- 
pearing to pay afteiition ^o' Ihe i^fi 
even if he was detcrmmed father • to isee 
his fttthet perish, than ct^mient 4&Uif90 
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him from ruin and dishonour^ by agree-- 
ing to Ills proposal entirely. The rest 
of his creditors he had put off for the 
same time^ and if theii he was not enabled 
to discharge the most urgent of their 
demands, he declared it was his fixed 
determination to escape from anxiety and 
disgrace by self-destruction; but could 
he by any other means raise the money^ 
he assured his soo, he would not again 
press him to do what was so repugnant to 
his feelings. 

Walter Stanley, shocked at this resolu- 
tion of his father's, which he knew> from 
the impetuosity of his disposition, he was 
Very likely to .execute, reasoned with him 
on the folly, and cruelty to his family, of 
such an act, and entreated him to forego 
the idea of it; but Sir Walter's resolution 
was taken : he could never, he said, survive 
the ruin of4iis family : he had so far in- 
votved himself, that if he was not ex- 
tricated by «ome lucky chance^ or by 

TOL. II. I 



170 THE soldier's ORPHJlN Z 

his son^s assistance^ a prison or death was^ 
the only alternative^ and the latter he 
considered most preferable, - j: » 

Hoping that some erent might occur^ to 
rescue his father from his embarrassments, 
Walter promised to gratify him by pay-- 
ing a visit to Delville Castle. ^ But it 
was with this proviso^ that h& was not to 
be considered by him, or the lady> to go 
there in the character of a suitor ; as he 
declared he could not bring himself to 
submit to do so with ^ heart solely devot- 
ed to another object. 

Sir Walter wais satisfied with having 
gained this pointy from which he fadped 
tesults the most favourable to bis wishes^ 
as he concluded^ when his son found 
nothing else could be done to relieve- the 
distresses his father had brought 00 bim* 
self, that he would be induced, by the 
esteem a more intimate acquaintance with 
Lady Adelina must naturally create^ to 
aecede to his wishes with less Teluctance. 
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But >when, ^&et delaying jhis^ visit till it 
yras neaflj the usual tiqie of the Ead's 
£a.inily leaving the castle^ he still con* 
tinued as unwilling to accept the hand of 
Ijady Adelina, which^ it was evident to 
every onCj only waited Kis solicitation. 
Sir Walter became impatient and peremp- 
tory. His creditors had again become 
claniourous, and he could no longer hide 
from his lady the state of his affairs. 
Alarmed lest she should be compelled to 
descend from the elevated station insociety^ 
which she had so long filled with infinite 
satisfiaction to herself^ Lady Stanley im- 
portuned her son to save her frommHery, 
by consenting to marry a lady whose 
generosity would permit him to appro- 
priate 9. part of her fortune to retrieve 
the honour of his family. Lea];niiig his 
objections arose from his affection for 
Louisa> shs bitterly lamented having 
ever allowed her to associate Avith .her 
iamily, and enpressed her determination* of 

I 2 
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ttever again permitting her to enter it, 
as £fhe had not only destroyed the peace 
of her daughter, but would now be tjxe 
means of ruining her son. 

Her ladyship represented to him €h^ 
sfhameless conduct of Louisa while at 
Bath, and her ingratitude since sl^e left 
It, in terms tending to excite his resent- 
ment against her. But as he knejiy th^ 
disposition of his sister, that she ^j^4 
always disliked Louisa for being hei:, rival 
hi beauty, and also his mother's partia- 
lity for Armida, he attached little 
credit to the report, considering it arose 
from unfounded jealousy on one side, 
and credulity on the other. 

Louisa's virtue he firmly believed so 
exalted, that he considered it almost sa^ 
crilege to suspect her of any crime, 
much less one of so deep a dye. 

But when Sir Walter's testimony cor- 
roborated that of his Another's, his faith 
in her virtue was staggered; he could 



iio£ suppose his father would assert^ a 
iKibg lie did not implicitly believe, arid 
lie knew be was not a man whose ti:e- 
dulity would lead him into error. 'The 
fiend 'of jealousy then took possession 
6f his breast: he recollected several cif^ 
eumstances he had not before regarde4> 
in Svhich Louisa had shewn her partia- 
lity tot Lord Belmour. She had given 
him tire preference to drive her in his 
carriage^ she had been agitated in his 
edmpaoy; and, what confirmed liis sus- 
picions^ shi^ had avoided being alcme 
with Wm, whom she had known from 
childhood, after Lord Belmdur came' to 
the ball, more than she ever had before 
^ne : till' his suspicions were roiised, 
he fondly believed those were marks 0f 
her attachmept to himself; but now he 
reprobate^ his folly in supposing so; \vas 
convinced she had never beheld him with 
f ^TeGtion^ a^d was totally indiSereof to 

I 3 
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the sufferings he endured on her ac- 
count. 

In this frame of mind, he promfged 
Sir Walter solemnly he wotild 'make pro- 
posals to Lady Adeliua ; his happiness 
was gone, he said, if he could no longer 
dwell with pleasure on the perfections 
6f her to whom he had given fiis R^art, 
or hope that he was not indifferent • 
to one whose lore would have raisra 
him superior to every evil or misfortune 
in life. As that was the ease, be wouM 
no longer defer conferring happiness on 
those v/ho had given him fife : to them 
then it should be devoted* 

Sir Walter had his permission icf appTy 
to the Earl of Delville for his cbnseirt, 
which he readily availed himself of, re- 
joiced at having at length succeeded in 
his design, though it was by means whidi 
he could not but abhor. 

When the .Earl's consent was ob- 
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faiiied, and Walter informed that Lady 

Adclina was prepared to receive him as 

her future husband^ his soul sickened 

at the idevL, and he justly condemned 

the. Jjealousy which had made him so 

rashly yield to resentment. Rriit it was 

too late to retreat; be^liad alithorised his 

father to make proposals which he found 

himself unable to do; and should he now 

drive him to desperation, by refusing 

to ratify a contract which he had so 

long and arucntiy wishtd to see him 

enter into ^ Oh ! no : honour and hurna* 

nity alike forbid it. 

But the anxiety with which he had 
struggled^ from the time he left Stanley- 
Hallj was so much increased by this 
combination of painfiil circumstances, 
that his health yielded to it : and a 
nervous fever reduced hira so low, that 
his life was for some time despaired of. 
The distress of Lady A4elina on his ac- 

t4 
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count gave her^^fond parents reaspg^ta 
fear that they should be ^^epfp^^^jof 
her who formed Jtheir {)riaeipal l^a^y^)- 
ness ; and nothing but the mpst^^weiag- 
choly apprehensions were ent^f taii^ ,Uy 
both iiiailies. 

Lady Stanley for a time forgot her 
darling pleasures in t^ie niore pGg«f43f:fuI 
anxieties of maternaj love,; fii^d ^Sj^ vW^l- 
ter aljnost resolved to naeetj^he^^j^atftb^it 
could befal hini^ by releasing^ J)j§i &^a, 
fr^m the eJigap-e'iients. . he , hfi4of!tire€4 

him to Qnter into. . ;,. ro, : f ^ 

The excellence of his^onstitwtiqH; #t 
leij^th triuhipiiied, and. cbange #f;{9i|r 
Jbeing strongly recomiaiisiided^ . bt^v hdft 
;6ath to pass sonie weekstif/ith a. p«rtkft»lAr 
^friend who re^id^din a county ofiaMstbe 
{ne^trepolis^ ;wh^e.be proposed j oimn^l»j 
/amily when bis health was renovajl^oi 
He had only been a few days imt^wu 
jffhm he saw Louisa at the pla^y, ^nd 
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Had not yet prevailed cmhimself to renew 

those proposals Sir Walter had made 

fdr 'liim'/ Lady Adelina had received! 

hiiW-'withr every demonstration of the 

^puretrt^affection^ for which he fe^^t th^ 

utmost ^atitude; but he still foimd^ 

^te&s^Abr. ^fbr delay^ and vrished most ar* 

^ dfeHtly^he tiould devise some plan to mitke 

lief 'yMd hta pretensions to him^ witfaoitt: 

'W^iinditfg her feelings or shaking hep 

delicacy. This he had flattered himself! 

be should- be able to do^ and also; witb^ 

tUe advice and assistance of tfa^ ffieiii^i 

-with whom he had lately been^ and- ti^ 

whom he* had imparted the anxiety that: 

preyed on his mind; extricate his father 

fiKNinhis most pressing diiicultie»i But' 

4fae Sight of Louisa this evening eiitir^Jy 

altered his resolution, renewed his jea?- 

Idusy, and confirmed his b^licif ot her 

mriminality. » 

Lord' Belniovr; bad not accompanied^ 
his party tQ> thie tl^tre^ bjit: had* pr^^ 

I. 5 • 
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mised to join tTiem there. Agfeeably 

to his promise^ he carae^ and was pt6- 

eeeding' to their box, 'when tftfe '^Ighl 

of Louisa (who accidentally* mtet hia 

View) banished every idea T)ut*'wtort 

was connected* with herself, 'firdifif 'his 
mind; J V.C ;.. 

By tlie positive desire of Sir WattfeW 
his Lady/ who possessed great ififliibnc^ 
over the mind oF her daughter/* had 
prevailed on her not to commtinicafef' ito 
her Lord what they had discoveVe^^tfe-^ 
Iktive to him and Louisa. Wtth'^is 
desire Lady Belmow' had • complied; 
therefore Lord Belmour-was not so cuk 
pable as Louisa had imagined hini to b^, 
as he really did not know the shkrb fab 
liad had in depriving her of the afi^'ctlcln. 
of his wife's family: 

As he-had fi'om the first seifh the 
evident partiality that subsisted between 
her iand Walter Stanley^ and' knevir how 
anxious both Sir Walter tod- liis^ owf . 
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fkniily were that he should marry his 
si^ter^ J\e imputed their coldness and. 
di&regaj\d of hef to that circumstance. 

. Liord Belnvpur's principles were toa 
i^.e^^, aad his disposition ^too careless, to 
pc^mi^, him .to raise any obji^ctions to 
his sister bestowing her hand on a man 
\y hps^ j^ffections wei;e engaged^ to 'another ; 
hie hi^^ euch circumstances werC; not 
at ^11 ujtv^jaamon in high life, and would 
hay^,,,iQ9nsidered himself as absurdly 
f^ti4ipu^^ if he had interposed to prevent^ 
it pn that accountv 

. J[t w^S: not. till the departure of Louisa^ 
that XiOrd Belmour recollected for. M^h0 
gurppsb; he had come to the theatre. 
I^e ,then went a^ain to look for his p^rty^ 
h^t tljey had left it directly after Louui)^ 
His Lordship, therefore^ after waiting 
t^ see the performance of a- favourite 
d^lj^r^ , retired with scPveral gay young 
noblemQD like hipiself^ tp a club-hqiise 
io.^thf^, vicii^itj pf St. James's, wher$ 

1.6 
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Re spent the rema^^^r ^trAhe qI^I^sri^ 
those ^IjQup of thp <ipciorf^ifig,^4eirotf(4.by 
sober p^op^etoi Cbe. refpeshiog Jaj9y^€«Qft 
of sleep) i^ihe corrodipg but ft^^^natiD^ 
esjoyment of rattling <a dJLo^hot, > and 
staking sums^ that Ovt^ht to maio^ ^ 
reasonable being bliish to own hayii^ 
employed on the turn of a die« ..^^(^ 
fashionable a man to disturb ibf t^ij^^Mt 
of liis lady at so early an hour, hw ret^iraA 
to his own. apartment^ and didaotoieiQt 
her tjllL late the next day^- wh^iL.faeohfMl 
f0Vjg<>itpn the eveots of the prereedjogi 
evfenifii^^ 4u the ruinpua eyeots <if : ^h/?, 

^lyalt^ Stanley, who had obfOTY^ 
Louisa for some time^ was mortiiie4%^rf;^ 
hejt^n s^ueh apparent good spiritsj, an^qqm- 
"Vi^rpii&g so familiarly with the g^tlf ^^ 
mho sat next to her. For thqugh qiAr 
ewxtsiJtanLees bad almost ^ompeUedxfiin^tQ^ 
tesiga the fopd hope he had indulgedri of 
OB^ day ealliiig. her his^ he. could acft 



eiflbii^ the idea' of anotBi;r hatb'g Uai 

h^^itieslf^ at Ud%f till he had placed an 

diMm^bUDttible bar between theiti him- 

ftelC * NefitHer dotild he patiently bear 

t^r^e hw st{>pear indifferent aboirt him. 

• I¥&^liad'6eetf L6rd Belmout" enter thfr 

btf^ in'vrbieh she ^as seated with 4 seh^ 

•MH^n of alarm ; yet mf x^d with a con^ 

fidSen^ tha:t their meeting would be onljr 

^aijl^*y fifat of common acquaintance. 

H^W gfeJtt theti was^ bis surprise' and 

h^l^o^'io discover the agitation of Louisa^ 

tc^' l^^tte iorC t)f confidential conversatioa 

in ^hieh they appeared to be inunedtately 

«ngaged^ and to observe her total inat^ 

t^ti^ ^both to het party and thb per- 

ftiftoi^iifc^^fter his ^Lordship joined herV ' 

^W^hu heart tofii with e()Yiteiidin^,eino^ 

tilMithe e<]rhtiira^ t6ga«onh(^ : no'doubt 

orhe# gtiik remained en his mind';: yet 

he^ ediild'mit viewfaeer wtfii the deteatataon 

• 

lie had once thdughit.heshould> ifassoredi 
^Ui Mid he condemnfid 41ixmBeIf for his 
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weakness. He thought of thoseday» when 
she was so< innoeent and lovely ; he be^ 
held hep now as beautiful as ever to a 
common observer^ but the charm w^ich 
had fascinated him was gone ;;. she wafi 
transformed fromcabeiilg pure^ ingenu- 
ous and feelings to a light coquette^icare'* 
less of the pain she inflieted on the hearts 
of those: who had lov«d her^and flirting 
indiscriminately witk all whom her beauty, 
would allure. 

. He was almost thuukful to providence 
for havingraised obstacles to, prevent him 
from uniting his fate with her s>iis no doubt> 
-enemerging from the setireinieiit in which 
-Ehe had'ibeensbced^ she. would have thri9Wii 
4xff those eadeariiig virtues^ which b{id at:* 
Cached him to her^ andoommencedwha^he 
iben was ; no tie would have k^n stttmg 
enough to have secaredijthat yir^^ whieh 
A sboxi acquaintaoce with the woid4 h^ 
l^een able to destroy., 
o Ho: determined from ihat OKmtot t0 ^ 



te^ Itei! iiiiage from his heart, and> if 
p^sible, n^ver * again to think of bei*; 
He nolotiger woAdered at the jie^tousy of 
his sist^i*, but lamented she should have 
been SO' unfortunate as to marry a. man 
\rh6 had sa little 'regard to the solemn 

■ r 

fOwhe had taken at the altar. But he 

V^ouM not Uuglttent her distress by letting 

h^r knb\i^ he edtertaitied suspicions so in^^ 

JAVtotrs to him. The same reason pre-^ 

ibented him frorn^ coming to an expla*- 

Mtjioki with Lord Bdmourj which at 

first was his intention. If he h»d done 

ji6 >^ithout yiolence^ his- lordship would 

hwve e^cutpt&ied himself from the c&arge 

%Toilght again&t hinr^ and cleared^ the 

-i^aifacter. of Louisa ^. as^ to do hini jiis«- 

tic^, though he was thoughtless, 'and ii^ 

ilianj^instances^cruel>.yet he had not «unL 

ttdi l6w in> vice, as> wantonly td desteoy 

ihe fair, fame of a virtuous- woman, v. . 

But Walter Stanleys listening ^y^td 

'Hhe ^siiggesti0ii$ of hijs.resratoimtj Wkftili 
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nM*fie^k *U> ^scdtelr if hi^- 'Stuf^icioJas- 
were jitiltly fevmd^d or tttdt;.iipp6i!triMBfeeSi. 
added tb what he bad before feterdi witte 
against her r be ihiufom •cenduddd^ifae 
VAsgtfiHy: 

'^ Eb this the- woman P*^- €ri«d-hcf^ '^to^ 
fi« paced hi« roooi in agoity; '^ fofr iK^hoiaf- 
1 would have sacFificed fctendAand' for** 
tune ! she who in my boyish days' I s6' 
tenderly lo^ed^ and belieyed superioi^ -to- 
the rest of her sex ?: Ganthis bethe^^JI^ 
tie being, for whom my days haye 'been, 
passed in miseiy, ancl my nights. withoiM^ 
r^ose f Too true it is the same ; but>, 
«la;s|> how changed ; bow fallen fraonA^ 
height of virtue to the common je9al'4<^ 
the meanest: and most degraded ^tfuwo^ 
nemV* ^ • u y^ 

'in. bittec renrtmbnnoe of w&atr wbt 
liad be6n». and what he conceifwd^bw^ 
now t0iie>'iie passad the remainder at* 
4&e night after he saw^ Louisa.; ani ar 
itieaasbeesii^d- with propriety^ bebaafc^ 



A TAL£« 1^ 

ened to Lady Adelioa^ and throve iug 
bioisclf at her feet, entreated her to ac- 
cept his hand^ and his assurance of ever* 
lasting esteem and gratitude. 

His oflfer was accepted with joy^ and 
a few days after they wereindissolubly 
united^ to the great satisfaction of Sir 
Waiter and Lady Stanley, and also of 
the Eafl and Countess of Delville, whose 
affection for their daughter made them 
G^tre their hfippiness in hers. 

Lady Belmour^ thou^ little accnstom-* . 
ad to. subdue the violence of her temper^ 
had command enough over heic^elf ii^tho 

present instisr?, Shc li;:d.ia:!2d U>«x» 

{nerienee that Ae mtberiMt ground /id 

her hwhand's5iiffiDctioiijB, EthanjgaiGwdi m^ 

by her complaints* He always tr^«ted 

k^ wth the ulmost g<Hid^hnmoUr,rbut 

imvlariehlprf allied hot on the absurdity 

of so young and jovel^ ^ wdman giving 

way to the destr^uctive p0ssioD of jt^lousy; 

He would declare t that it defornwd^ber 
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features so much^ that lie did not know 
faer Avben she was under its infiuence, 
and till she beeame tbe same beautifiil 
Armida he bad, vowed always to love, 
he would avoid her sight. 

And he generally kept his w^oril: after 
any of tbos6 oiafrimonial: AistotdSy he 
would leave her to Vent her ilUhumour 
on those who were compelled to bear it, 
and perhaps not meet her, except in com- 
pany, for several days ; never having 
been accustomed to restraint from his 
parents,, he was resolved not to submit 
to it from a wife. 

hBuiy^Bsixaom^r finding this tg i^c:tii^ 
case, determined to stifle her reseiitmCT^ 
md devise nome means to^ be revenged 
on Leusia, whom she considered the cause 
^f all the torments she suflcred; notxrtic^ 
reflecting it was herself who was inge-» 
nio ii8> in creating tliem . 
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. \oug;h£ is there uoder heav^o's wide holIo'wne.ss^ 
* ^ Tbki' moves ^ore d&nY com passion of the mibdi. 
Than beautjr brought t'unwortivy wretchcdueti 
Hy euvjr*! mares, or fortune*! freaks uukind. 

Spinssr. 



'Mrs. Melford did not fail to com-- 
mttnicate to her husband the conversa- 
tion she had had with Louisa^ relairye 
to their proposed plan of marrying hef 
to their nephew, and also the objectiona 
Liouisa had made ; objeeti^uis^ which, 
»he said, she had no doubt but they 
sli<nild overcome, as young girls like her 
seldom know their own mind. 

'^ 'Mr^ Melford expressed much dissatis* 
faction that the proposals made should 
have been objected to : he said the gii4 
must be mad if she persisted in her refusal 
of such advantageous offers, and as she 
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wa3 copipletelj/ iq hi^i power, he sfaould 
treat her as sucb, if »h^ did n«t oempiy 
witji their wishes, which were as much 
for her benefit as their own satisfaction. 

Mrs. Mel ford undertook to wm hev 
to compliance^ as she had great coirfi^ 
dence in her own powers of eloquence 
and persuasioD;^ ^nd also great reliance 
on the obliging and gentle nature of 
XiOuisa, whom she had found ahraj» 
ready ta give up anj point to* gPaAif^ 
the desire af another^ etea if it wsre 
dij^agr^eaJi^le to herself. " . 

' But in aa affajr of so nnieh impoltv 
ance^ Lpuis^^ was imsioitahlj^ fixed itniier 
ow^ opinion : neither the eloquence,- j^sw 
potions, entreaties, or Ikreats «f 'Mvft.. 
Melford bad power to move he9;^»lbe 
W93 therefore compelled to gi^e up ^ the 
task .she bad esgaged to perform^ ^ to 
abler ]k0,Q(dSi'' as she expressed it. 

Bni neither the sort speieehes of tii^ 
ftU'tccomplislvBd Mr- Ptaok Sfel&ri 



W the more austere reproofs of his fa* 
ther, succjeeded better. Louisa gave her 
reasons for declining: the honour they 
intended her^ in a firm and dispd,ssionate 
manner. She Vas not^ she said, to be al- 
lured byweafth, or terrified by threats, 
to vdo' »That"her reason disapproved, and 
what her conscience condemned r thdft, 
though she had not been accustomed to 
dq>endL oniieF own exertions for support, 
yet she had always considered it as art 
event that might occur : that since the 
loss of that respected friend, whom death 
had torn from her, she had prepared her 
nibid«ikoi)»iibmit to it with fortitude and 
chfieqfuliiess : this being the case, shore- 
queit^d she might no more be impor- 
tuned on a subject to which she was so 
decidejily^^ a Vjer se. 

Youi^ Melford, who had dw^elt with* 
malicious anger and offended pfide oh 
thjfe occui:rences of the ; evenings > y^en 
they wc;cf met by Lord Belmour at Hid 
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theatre, .asctibed her r^'eciion of hiQH 
to a .plosion $\ie must entei^tam for his 
Lordship ; no other, motive cavild, Jo .bis 
o^pinion, make her. so peri^in|ack)H$l;)r ad- 
here to her resolution; and even. that he 
thought extraordinary, wheo p.ut in com- 
petition with himself and a splendid for- 
tiin^. . But he vowed, in the bitt^ifpes^ ^f 
insulted self-love, aot to letthewtr^yr^jph 
with impunity. 

Mr, Melfoi^ imagined beg refiij&ri af 
his son arose from some kno:wledgj ahe 
had obtained of his villainy with regard 
to the will of Mr. Howard. He thought 
she only waited for an opportunity tp 
mftke him deliver up what he had l^ 
fraudulently obtained^ when she woqld ex- 
pose him to the worlds. and triumph JUi 
having defeated his well-laid pla9« 

Fearful of this, he strongly opfiofled 
her .Jieaving his hous^^ and deternuoed 
ijgt hin own mind, to confioe^.ber in ^odie 
place where it would be impossible for 



lier to make lier claims known^ unless 
she compUed ^th bis wishes. The half- 
formed project ia his mind w^s sooner 
eompleted than, he had expected^ by the 
assistance of persons as wickedly dis- 
posed as hianself. 

It may be recollected that a Miss 
Freeman was introduced to Louisa as 
the friend and companion of Lady Ade- 
lina Belmour^ when she first came to 
•Stanley Hall ; and also, that Louisa had 
incurred that lady's dislike. 

This Miss Freeman was a slight ac- 
quaintance of Mr. Frank Melford : be 
,hadl frequently met her at the house of 
« friend, and had neyer paid her any 
very particular attention ; but he remem- 
bered she resided in the family of the 
Earl of Delville; and fr4)m the ill-natured 
obsepryatiops he recollected to have heard 
hev once make respecting Louisa, he 
thought she might aid him in the design 
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he had formed to be re^venged on htt 
for the affront he had received. 

Por this purpode^ he called on the 
lady^ whe had been a school-fellow of 
Miss Freeman-^^ and artfully introduced 
the name of her friend : he soon obtained 
all the information be desired, which was, 
that Miss Freeman was in town with 
Lady Adelina Stanley, and that she fire* 
quently visited her old school-fellow. 
Before young' Melford took leave of 
Mrs. Randal) (the name of tlie lady,) 
he had insinuated himself so far into 
her good opinion, that she promised to 
send an invitation to Miss Freeman to 
spend the next day with her, and gave 
him one to meet her. ' 

The manners and disposition of Frank 
Melford were exactly calculate^ to please 
the lady with whom he was now desirous 
of forming an intimacy. The attention 
he paid her when they met, (aa con- 
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verted * beftaiM^t Mr»; dSlHlal snd iiilO^ 
self^ ) MF:^rei8o agraetble ifa^'iier, fthat the 
oon£aB8ed*to her friend shfir thought &iu 
laftnitely pleii0itig; ^nd ^oftdered she hsid 
never h^efore diseovered hit meril; btit 
the fact wajT, the gentleman had thought 
her far tNetteath his iittention when he had 
•em ber before; and, but to make her 
a tool for his vile purposes^ he had 
not. how ebndescended to let her know 
his in&iite perfections ; and happy would 
it have been for her f o have remained 
still in igtforance of them and him/ 

Mrs, Raiidid^ who knfew few of the 
ill qualities^ of her friend or of Melford, 
thought she' could do ncthing more likely 
to promote the interest of the former^ 
Iha'ii to encoura^ their frequent meet^ 
ings : she believed Miss Fre^nan a sen- 
tible, clever girl^ and she knew MfeMbrd 
expected a good fortune : she therefore 
hoped to be the ifieans of her friend form- 
ing a respectable alliance^ which she had 

VOL. II. & 
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often expressed a wish to see her do, as 
she had no relatives or' friends w^bowere 
^interested in her welfare^ (beside the 
Earl of Delville's family,) except her- 
self; and of the precariousness of de- 
pendance she was well aware. 

By this means^ Frank Melford had 
frequent opportunities of seeing and con- 
yersing with Miss Freeman. The flattery 
with which he assailed her^ though gross 
in the extreme, was too palatable to be 
treated with the contempt it merited^ 
more particularly by one to whom flatteiy 
(so. pleasing to almost every created be- 
ing) was a novelty; at least from a person 
who was her superior in point of riches; 
for few indeed are there, who will flatter 
the poor or the ill-favoured^ and Miss 
Freeman was both. 

The purpose for which this acquaint- 
ance was formed was not long neglected 
by young Melford : he had no sooner 
mentioned Louisa's name, than he found 
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lie could not have fixed on any person 
more willing to do her an injury. Misi 
Freeman almost anticipated his suspi- 
cions respecting Lord Belmaur's attach- 
ment to Louisa^ and certainly confirmed 
them. Well satisfied that she had now 
a subject on which she could indulge 
the rancour of her heart, she resplyed 
without delay to make Lady Belmour 
acquaittted with the knowledge she had 
gained, and of Miss Fitzormond's base- 
ness* • ; This was exactly what young 
Mel ford aimed at : he wished to expose 
Louisa to the fury of a jealous woman > 
he knew his revenge might be disap «» 
pointed by the prude^e of the friends 
of Lady Belmour, who would rathe i* 
wish to keep her ignorant of the infi- 
delity of her Lord, than acquaint her 
with it. 

He therefore prevailed on Miss Free* 
man to acquaint Lady Belmour at once 
with the circumstance, and also to in 
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r^iiiuete to her Ladyship that she .might 
., hs^ve the satisfaction of punishing heir 
riyalj if she would concur in. a ,plau ht 
had formed for that purpose. 

He possessed - tpo much cunning to 

let her J^now he had been rejected by 

Louisa^ but said his motive for dislijkiji^ 

l^er arose partly from the knowledge he 

had obtained of the wickedness of her 

heart; aaad partly from the injury he was 

likely to sustain in his fortune^ by the 

influence she. had obtained over the af- 

fections ^of his aunt.; as he- made no 

; doubt she had .art en oug^ r to« persuade 

her^ to whom she could claim some 

. degree pf relationship, to teave her the 

; whole of hfiv fortune : whidi fortun«u he 

. ^id^ he bad been always led to believe 

. should be,his« 

There were few things Miss Freeman 

could refuse to the entreaties of her dear 

, Melford. She therefore, agreed to be 

guided by his directipn in every tbipf^ 
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that would tend to injure one who had 
never willingly offended her, but who 
possessed too much beauty and candour 
not to be an object of dislike to her who 
possessed neither. Louisa also had 
once treated her with iilerited contempt j 
she then Towed within hier own mind 
that she would be revenged ; and hers was* 
not^a heart to forgive either real or sup- 
posed itajuries. 

'"As ther6 wa^ ft constant interceiirse" 
bctw^ri the families of Lord Belmo'ur 
and hts sister^ Mi^ Vte'eman, who had ^ 
rcbdet^d' hiersdf very agreeable td Lady 
Belmour, was^ not long wiihout. an op* 
portunity of putting ha: intention in 
force. She took o^easton one moirnjng^ . 
When left alone- witk Lady -Bi&hnour^ to^^ 
speak of her first visit to Steiiley Hall^ 
and of her acquaintance ^ith Miss Fitz- 
ormond ; a yorni^ lady who, she was 
sorry to sdy, had disgraced the caeellent; 
man by whom she had bees brought up^ 
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and "who had \}e$torweA an education or 
her^ which ought to have been the means 
of preserving her from the vices inio 
vi^hich she I^ad fallen. But for her part, 
she had never been deceived^ as she had 
alv«rays seen, she was very artful^ and fliat 
her appjtreipt simplicity concealed a de* 
praved heart. • 

Lady B.eli|i9ur understood^ by the sig- 
nificant looks of the person w^ho now 
addressed ker> that she only wanted a * 
little encoujrag^mQnt to be mpre explicit ; 
and though her pride revolted at the 
idea of confessing or hearing from an 
inferior that she had a rival, yet eager ' 
curiosity* and a desire for revenge, got 
- the better of: that feeling, and she not 
only, condescendied to give that encourage- 
ment, but communicated her own sus- 
piciott on the subject, and declared the . 
ardent desire she had to punish the pre-* 
sumption of the insolent girl, who had 
-dared to Q»ke her an object of. derision^ 
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by letting the world know - she was 
neglected; and abused for her — a crea- 
ture brought up on charity by a coiintry 
parson. . 

Miss Freeman soon saw that the 
way to irritate her Ladyship as much as* 
possible^ and to keep up her vexation, 
was to tell her the intrigues of her Lord 
and Miss Fitzormondwere no secret; that 
^ven tbe servants knew aiid talked of it. 
This to Lady Belmour t^ras worse even 
than the injury done her ; she could have 
borne to have suffered in secret ; but to 
be pitied, as she was informed she was 
by persons she looked on with disdain, 
as . only "born to be her. slaves, and to 
view her with distant respect, was too hu- 
miliating. 

*' Supply me, my dear Freeman," said 
'she, '^ with the means to be rei^^enged/ 
and I shall think no reward too great 
that is in my power to bestow." 

This, her Ladyship was informed^ 
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should be done : ghe was also told oi the 
artful conduct of Louisa^ in alienating 
the affections of Mrs. Melford from her 
nephew, and of his willingness to forward 
any plan which her Ladyship would 
condescend to form. 

'' Most willingly would I do it if I 
could/' ,cried Lady Belmour eagerly, 
'' but unfartuiiately there are no means 
in this country short of death ; and that, 
much as I hectd the girl, I cannot endure 
to think of. Oh 1 that we had here, as 
in som^e csountries, convents or prisons, 
in which we could shut up tliO€fe that 
are obnoxious to usf without being called 
to aciiount fdr it. But I ratie ift tain: 
tell your firiend I will sanction what^ 
ever plan he adopts; but that I cannot 
fix on any myself. ' ' 

.': Thus authorised. Miss Freeitoah conf- 
ifiiunicated her Ladyship's sehtiments to 
jroung Melford when they next tnet. 

th^ mean time, no induceftiWt had 
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been Wanting to* iqake Loaisa: alteC' her 
determination;, but she was stilF ia-^ 
exorable. The; elder Mr Melford told 
her she was bound to yield' obedience to.^ 
his^will^ as he> m right of his wife, could 
prove he had authority over her; but 
she treated all his representations alike 
witiv disd^n. From the anxiety he be** 
trayed tha4; she should comply with his re- 
quest^ she began to fancy he had some 
ipotiye una vowed. The idea that he\had. 
secreted the will of Mr, Howard again 
recurred to her^ and determined her more 
firnily to resist the assumed authority he 
pretended to have over her. 

Louisa founds to her utter dismay^ that 
die was quite a prisoner^ as^ except the 
hours devoted to repose by the family, she 
was never left alone : she resolved then to 
take advantage of that time^ and write 
a letter explanatory of her situation ta 
Lady Delyille, hoping that when that 
lady knew how she was situated, she 
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would condescend to befriend her, ^either 
with her advice or assistance. ^ 

She accordingly wrote a circumstan- 
tial letter . to the Countess, in which she 
detailed every particular event which 
had taken place relative to herself since 
the day she had taken leave of her Lady- 
ship at Stanliey Hall : she mentioned the 
suspicions she ^tertained respecting Mr. 
Melford, and her reasons for suspecting 
him, which were chiefly {bunded on the 
ill opinion Mr. Howard had given her 
of him : she also slightly noticed having 
innocently incurred the displeasure and 
lost the friendship of the whole of Sir 
Walter Stanley's family, and • concluded 
with hoping she should be able to clear 
her character from every imputation of 
blame, if her Ladyship would admit 
her to her presence, and suflfer her to 
know the nature of her fault. 

This letter she entrusted to a female 
servant, to forward to Liady Del ville ; 
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but Mr. Melfprd detected the girl with 
it in her hand^ and with a trifling present 
bribed her to say she had put it in the 
post> instead of having delivered it up 
to him. 

T As . this letter confirmed his suspiciona 
as to the opinion Louisa had of him^ it 
the more irritated hijn against her^ and 
determined him to prevent her endeavour- 
Ukg to do herself that justice she seemed 
diposed to atte;npt. 

The late illness of Louisa^ occasioned 
by the shock she had received on so sud- 
denly learning the death of Mr. Howard^ 
together^ with the neglect of her former 
friends^ had thrown a degree of melan 
chdly abstraction on her mind^ which 
frequently made her appear indifferent . 
to the common events of life; and it was 
only when aroused to exertion-, by the 
importunities of Mr. Melford respecting 
his son^ that she tried^to shake off this 
apathj. Mrs. Melford had observed ta 
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her husband^ that Louisa had been mofd^ 
subject to thos6 fits of absence^ sinc^ 
they had talked of umting her to Franky 
tixxd the reason of this she thought must 
arise from her having conceived an af- 
fection for »omi5 other person, wMch 
would, she f6ared, entirely disapj^oinf 
their expectation of seeing her yield to 
their plan. Indeed she said she began 
to feel a repugnance to forcing the in^ 
clination of her niece, much as she 
wished for the accomplishment of their 
desir6 respe(^ting her. 
' "Mr. Melford^ more alarmed at hi^ 
wife's appearance of relaxing in the deter- 
mination she had made^ of only giving 
liouisa her fortune in case she married 
Frank, than even at her irefusal of hiifl> 
iresdlved to bring the matter to a speedy 
conclusion, by terrifying her into Com- 
pliance. The reason his wife had: urged 
as a motive for their desisting, he began 
i6 think would be % good subject to tak^ 
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ftdraati^e of: be therefore took frequent 
occasion, to meotinn the melancboly that 
preyed bn Louisa's mind, with an ap- 
pearance of eoncern^ and even went so^ 
far as to say her int^lects were> he firmly 
helsered^ seriously affected. 
. Mrs. Melford was not of his opinion 
that they really were s^ now^ but she 
declared that she should not be surprised 
if it was the case in time/ as it wag 
enough to turn any lady's braih to be 
always moping and crying as Louisa 
was. 

The secret design of Mr. Melford. 
was^ imparted to his son^ who gladly 
caught at the idea^ as beings in his opinion, 
well calculiited to ensure success. But 
as they fouad they could not easily ol^- 
tain the concurrence of Mrs. Melford, 
they thought it better to keep her in 
ignoranee of their intention^ and lead 
her to suppose that * the removal of 
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Louisa^ which they meditaied^ was oc*> 
icasioned by a very different cause. 

As a person likely to assist the scheme 
they" had in agitation^ young Melford 
ntontioned to his father Miss Freeman^ 
who was accordingly introduced to him, 
and made acquainted with their plan, 
and such jp arts of the intercepted letter 
as he thought necessary. This, she de- 
clared, would be the means of greatly 
i^ssistiog them in the execution of their 
design, whicb, she said, she had no doubt 
would be attended with the success Mr. 
Melford wished; and which, she in- 
sinuated, was perfectly harmless, «id 
quite natural in him to use every means 
in his power to promote; but though 
iBhe said this, she was determined to 
prevent the success of his plan, and only 
endeavour to gratify herself by feeding 
her revenge, and promoting her more 
immediate interest. 
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Miss Freeman, had now a new cause" 
for disliking Louisa : she found it was 
the intention of Mr. Melford to marry 
ber to Franks and tbat .was an honour 
she had aspired to herself : but as young 
Melford assured her he did not mean to 
conform to the wishes of his father^ she 
was^ partly consoled^ and comforted her- 
self by thinking, if she jgot Louisa in her 
power, she should have no difficulty in 
frustrating the designs of Mr. Melford, 
whom she was disposed to hate as cor- 
dially as she did Louisa. 

The circumstance she alluded to in 
the letter of Louisa to the Countess of 
Delville, as likely to facilitate their 
design, was her i^equest to be favoured 
with an interview. 

"As Miss Fitsormond/' said 4his 

malicious woman/ '' is not acquainted 

^ with the hand-writing of the Countess, it 

will be very easy for me to write her a 

note as from Lady Delville, tad take it 
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myself; at the sa&ie time letting her 
un^r^taildl the Countess wishes to see her. 
With this reit|uest she will of eourse 
readily cofiiply ; wheal can conduc^her 
to any place you think proper ; and n^ 
one except ourselves will know any 
thing of the business/' 

This plan was approved of by both 
father and son^ and a day appointed for 
the execution of it. 

Louisa^ who had impatiently waited 
for an answer to her letter^ and listened 
with a palpitating heart to every knock, 
at th6 door^ from the tiine she imagined; 
it might have reached the Countess^ wa,w 
at lieaigth gratified by receiving a very 
kind note by the haiids of Miss Freeman, 
who appeared rejoiced to see her^ and 
confirmed what the note had mentioned^ 
(hat the GoUtiless wished Louisa to ac- 
company her io a villa she was now at, 
a short distance from town. 

With a heart bouading with delight 
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at the thoughts of escaping from the 
persecution of the M elfords^ and of 
being permitted to clear herself from the 
aspersions cast on her character, and 
probably being reconciled to her dear 
and early friends^ Louisa scarcely wait- 
ed to take leave of them^ but hurried to 
the hackney coach which was in waitings 
and, followed by Miss Freeman, was 
driven off^ while the latter was secretly 
exulting in the success of her scheme. 

.Xouisa had been prejudiced against 
Aifisd Freeman^ firom the time she con- 
sidered she liad betrayed the confidence 
of' Lady Adelina ; but she ^no^ retracted 
hei: ill opinidn, and blamed herself for 
thinking unkindly, of a person who 
evidently rejoiced to do -her a service; 
little suspecting thai her appearance of 
satisfaction arose from a motive so 
diametrically opposite. 

During their ride^ Louisa inquired 
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affectionately after the family of the 
Earl and that of Sir Walter Stanley. 
But she found she could not trust herself 
to inquire when Lady Adelina ivas mar- 
riedj or any thing relating to her and 
Walter Stanley, whom she secretly hoped 
she should not see^ till ishe could think 
of him with less emotion than she did at 
present. 

When the coach -stopped, Louisa, who 
had not inquired where the house be* 
longj^ng to the Countess was situated, 
was much surprised \s> see it bore very 
little the appearance of a nobleman's 
villa,^ being a large, old-fashioned, 
though respectable looking building, 
with a high walled court before it, and 
not at all in a pleasant situation. 

But she had not much time for con- 
jecture, as the gate was immediately 
opened by a man bearing the appearance 
of a servant out of livery ; who conduct- 
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ed tfacm into the house yfith an air of 
secrecy which was not pleasing to 
Louisa^ though she saw Miss Freemani 
ap|ieared perfectly at her ease^. 
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